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April is usually a quiet time of yeat Nokomis -
Lakei n Wi sconsinds Northwoods g

air and the water carries wi X unl i s
thaw and signs of the coming summer too. The loons return | oG oo cwe e Of MENORo

to their breeding grounds on the lakatting the night air \ N - NI LIGHg

with their crying. In no time, the migrating loons are i

followed by another annual southern migration eagerly

anticipated by the few who brave the winters in the woods:

that is, the migration of city dwellers to the housekeeping

cottages that line the hundreds of lakes in the area. The

locals prepare for the bounty by dropping piers into the

chilly water and making repairs that have waited all winter.

Their migrating guests, tired from mundane months in

factories and offices will bring their wallets full of cash and

their appgtlte f_or adventure. Most are .seel.mjg the Peaceactivistsfrom Milwaukee standrm in arm as a luman shielc
communion with nature that comes with sitting on a boat separating protestors from Native Americapearfishermen

and dropping a fishing line in the crystal clear water.

The Ojibwé fishermen from th&ac du Flambeau The boat landings had become a battleground over
Reservatiorwho had the nerve to drop their boats in the walleye between working class whites and their American
waters of Nokomis Lakat dusk on April 17, 1990, while Indian neighbors. Whites claimed Indians were granted
also eagerly anticipated by the locals, weweso welcome. special privileges by outside forcestake fish they
Theyspent the night prior sharpening the tines on their considered the cornerstone of their economic-iveithg,
homemade spears and placing the car batteries used to but Indians were merely trying to exercise their own fishing
power their headlamps in covered milk cra&tés. get to rights guaranteed by treaties with the U.S. government one
the water, they had to walk past five hundred people hundred fifty years prior to the ugly skirmishes at Nokomis.
donning bright orange vests and scowtsndishing What separated the groups was much more than mere fish.
clenched fists, some with rocks in harélithe fishermen They were in the midst of a battle much bigger than

werenot hit with rocks, t he therssalted ahattefe ughts aceeasdagancy,udertity, w h
so easily rolled off those five hundred tongues certainly did ~ masculinity, and economy.

not miss them AShoot déem al |l ! | The hoatlaymehestof Chiesps W cheaytdedo rble
thinkingt wi ce about ¢Theywergnoout heuwrepri sing places niogherd @
victims. The Indians, led by saifr oc | ai med fAWalrleayle pl acards carryingdlfsl ogeze

Warri or o T, eam thislaswa fosnoiwailhe racism was an issue in the past, it was either latent or a
anticipation that is a natural part of spring in the topic of taboo for discussion for most of thé"2@ntury.
Northwoods$ fueled another ent which had become a TomMaulsordi dnét remember racisn
tradition for the previous five years: angry, raciaharged the boat launch confrontations, though, he recognized that
spearfishing protests. ASpring used to be a time of
excitement , 0,aGporting goeds kaesmgn e y

from Eagle Rivet ament ed. ANow itds a time of anxiety and

apprehénsion. o
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racism was always built into the syst@mcculturationof

the Ojibwe here seemed mostiymplete, according to the
1946 anthropology fieldwork at Lac du Flambeau of Alfred
Hallowell. He described a tribe which was Christian, with
only the very old carrying on midéwiwneligious

practices. They wermostly monolingual, speaking

English. Only a quarter of the Lac du Flambeau were full
blooded In many ways the Ojibwe were indistinguishable
from local whites. They often attended the same schools,
played together in softball leagues, shopped in the same
grocery stores, intermarried, and worked in the same resorts
and restaurantd Despite this, the situation at the boat
landings between 1985 and 1991 seemed tceddsato a
racial abyss. The space was heavy between the white
protestors on the boat landing and the Ojibwe on their
boats. Where two peoples once stood at least in toleration
of each other, now was a chasm over something seemingly
trivial as competitiorior game fish.

The national and regional rise of the activist
ASil ent. Majority

Walleyes and muskieserenotthe heart of the
matter, no matter how passionate -drgaty groups claimed
to be about conservatiollany of the rank and file
protestors were seasonal workers: young, white, male and
most of the movementos |
family-owned tourist businesses. While leadership spoke of
color-blind motivations to the press,dh recruits
confronted Amerind spearers at the boat launches with
rocks, death threats, and racial slurs. All the while they

eader s

a |living battling nadistantt t | e

capitolo that felt it could

we can plan ®hem ourselves. ¢
The changing ecomaic and cultural landscape of

the postCivil Rights era saw the need for new conservative

political strategies. Much has been written by historians of

the ASileatpdMafjocutsgrl y- witt

blind, postracial rhetorido gain widespread support for

political agendas which might have divisive racial

consequences. Jefferson Cowie, Lisa McGirr, and Matthew

Lassiter, among others, have written notable histories

which demonstrate ¢heffectiveness of this movement to

build legitimacy in the 197«

on population centers in urban and suburban afeas.

Similar processes were evident in rural areas, in distant

orbit to these urban centers, but the rural landseap

distances made for different results. Even Wisconsin, a

bastion of progressive radicalism during the earfy 20

century, edged toward the right. Equal RigbtsEveryone

(ERFB), an earlyNorthwoods antireaty group, explicitly

usedthe New Rights A Si |l ent Maj ori tyod

materials, even stating, AT

voices of the Silent Majority*61n doing so they aligned

their rural cause with this growing conservative coalition,

which by 1980 had captured the White House under the

banner of Ronald Reagan

he preakdgwp pidhe Niew Peal ceafign and the

revolutlonary consequec es and events of
19606s Civil Rights Movement

political scene and, thus, the effectiveness of political

strategy. No longer was it acceptable to the new

accused the federal gover nméenservgiye copliiongostang gbfuseandangry kg
firapingd resources. Leaders %g@\/yallagegndqr @xlusiye gobsplgte magtrasliker e
themselves to Martin Lber King The protestors used-sit isegregation now and segregs:

ins, chanted patriotic slogans, and waved American flags.
They saw themselves as the true Americans under siege,
and their own government was denying them their right to
what was considered thdirthright: not only access to the
natural resource that meant a livelihood to them but also
access to the government. They borrowed rhetarin the
civil rights movemenandfrom the ReagaantiBig
Governmenpopulism. They felt they were pawns in a
game controlled by forces in Chicaddadison, and
Milwaukee They saw themselves as fellow former
Democrat Reagatiescribed in hisi Ti me f or
speech as a upright, honest rural folk trying simply to make

9 Tom Maulso
http://www.ojibwe.org/home/pdf/Tom_Maulson LDF.pdf

Ch o ¥ goKe

based activist Rick Whaleyrote in the midst of the

Wal |l eye War s, pshtlee cialfights he s
movement has been to¥®meke r
Silent Majoritywas meant to be a wiganging, inclusive
coalition. Thenewconservatives were coldtind,

motivated not by race, bby a quest for equal opportunity.
This was a theme repeated by drgaty groups in the

media again and again. A new morality was personified by
the independent man, responsible for lifting himself up to
overcome obstacles like racism. They certainly madeed
gent assistance. Not only was assistance and
intervenfion from the federal government a sign of

C
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weakness, it was also#xmerican. This new ethos swept The antitreaty protestors were a product, though,

the working and middle class in the Rea&aavolution of of thar time. The men and women at the boat landings
1980.The white middle class felt disempowered by the were angry, yes; but they were not so much angry about
unemploymenbf deindustrialization and alienated by fish as they were about the sense that they had been
liberal federal programs like integratiéhA Jacksonian disempowered by forces outside of their control. Real
populism underpinned much of this shift as whites were estate prices and taxation were skyrockefirg roller
motivated by federahierventions and taxation to organize coaster economgut their small, serviceriented
grassroots organizations, a process illustrated in the rural businesses in danger, just as big corporations with deep
setting of the Northwoods by the establishment of various pockets came in to compete with the fanmily resorteind
antitreaty groups in the Northwoods. restaurantthat defined th Northwoods. There were no

Race was never supposed to be a motivation, but, places to turn for help since they felt they were under siege
asMatthew. assi ter descri bed, a vblapereeivédelitis gpeernmentrthataduld heyed represent
was an integral d atrhil%kitesigS.i Itheininterebta Without an gutlet, the backlash fell on the

often saw themselves as victims of pGstil Rights Flambeau spedishers in the form of protesOjibwe

political overcorrection and their outrage often boiled over leader WaltBresetteal | ed t he protesto

into uglyracism, despite their best efforts at celor felt compassion for them. AT

blindness. The New Rigln the Reagaera would attempt tired and they have no answe

to bring aboard the anglitism and populism of George cultural pressures they feel. Bresgitedicted that one day

Wallace but throw out Wallaces r acitehbecomédr et otriecy woul d @Al oc k s?Federals 0 wi t |

a viable, modern political coalitiof.The Walleye War in intervention and the voice of elitist gentrifiers

the rural Northwoods started in the Reagaim, echoing (affectionahefggecabl by fit otke

populist themes of equality and selhpowerment, it its Chicagoand Milwaukeean what was considered a local

varnish peeled in increasingly racially hostile rhetoric. matter, made the walleye issue one of vital importance for
There have been a few academic studies of the the whites.

dark days on the boat landings that are mostly sympathetic

to the Amerinds. In these narratives of thecatied The disempowering force of a satellite economy

iwal | eye War s, arsawostdsasetdingg e r jptaRsion.

piece, like the trees, rather than a dynamic force in itself Everything in the Northwoods depended on the

worth careful studying. The descent of the crowds into 700 small, low gross, famigun resor?? that lined the

racismis a given in these narratives. Larry Nesper best fishing lakes in the region. Tourism was the bedrock of

historian of the cultural turn, usecstiools of the a local economgependent on an annual influx of cash

anthropologist in his research for what has become the brought by from mostly working class and middle class

quintessential text of the Walleye Wars, going so farasto  gyrists, who desired activitiesdfs pe ed a%hd bl o

ride alongside Ojibwe spearfishéfais story is one of Almost one million fishing licenses were sold by the

Ojibwe renaissance. The spearfishers rediscover their Department of Natural Resources (DNR 1989 and 20%

unique identityas a people, independent of and apart from - of these were purchased by -wiitstate visitors. $19.7

the surrounding white maj or infigninfiShtdiRenbsverersbidny the DNRIRME M T an't
1991 study of the Walleye Wars also focuses on the Ojibwe  gample year of 198%,proving to many that spefishing

point of view, presenting spearfishing as an ancient cultural \y45  preferred activity of all these tourftShe vast

practice?! Satz, wio wrote in the midst of the debate, Northern Highland State Foresentral to the region,
focused on countering white arguments about the

legitimacy of treaty rights, historically, culturally, and
legally, instead of examining them for what they were.

16 Cowie, 4.

7The organization of New RightNJ 8 A N2 2(a 2NBF yAT FGA2y & A& LI NIAOdZ | RibrdBibfeBélthtod £ S A
Sun Bel (NY: W.W. Norton, 2011).
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20| arry NesperWalleye War: The Struggle for Ojibwe Spearfishing and Treaty Rightsoh: University of Nebraska Press, 2002.) Nesper even
dedicated his study to Red Cliff Ojibwe leader Walt Bresette
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Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1991.)
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contains the highest concentration of lakes in the wérld. lakes. Land owners, many of them formerly employed in
These lakes have produced record muskellunge and ancillary businesses relating to logging, responded by
walleye’®Fi shi ng means money Aupbomotdhagandstciot tialpe $dhe K @e p ir r
spearfishing seemed to be a threat to every business. Vilas  collection of these structures, set up directly on lakes with a

County alone atacted $64 million every summer in the pier and a boat for each, we
mid-1980s, which was not only spent on resort lodging, but  they never remotely resembled the plushffar inclusive
also on souvenirs, outboard rentals and sporting goods, lodgings that come to mind when one tsaiéie word
bars, and restaurarfAlmost every business in the fi r e s*’dOne of tide originators of this business model,
Northwoods dependedinsomea y on t he r e gi @W.Baynesbtilhatrasat on Plum Laka central Vilas
as a satellite to the Chica@iilwaukeemegalopolis. This County. One of Saynérs a d s , Chicagao Tribunént h e
was always the case. 1904, pronised that his lake escaped the ravages of

About a century before the Walleye Wars, a tidal cutover, promising fAsolitude
wave of logging overwhelmed the virgin white pine forests stands of pines. o0 Thelarggdver:t
thatonce covered the region. During this period, lasting muskellunge live in Plum Lakeé®demonstrating the
from the late 1880s through the 1890s, jobs were plentiful centrality of fishing to the &msformation of the
as boom towns like Star Lakklinocqua and Boulder Northwoods from an extractive to a service econdfhy
Junctionsprung up eound railroacdepots®® Trees were This economic transition predated a natiside shift to the
felled at a frantic pace and loaded onto trains bound for service economy by several decades.
Chicago Here they were plugged into a natiwide trade The resortgrew more complex as visitors began
network. They are the stuff of almost every building in the to biing wives and children along roads built for the
American Midwesg! automobile. Often these complexes surrounded small bars

This extration-based economgid not last long. and they always included among -tuiildings a fish
Almost as fast as the lumbeompanies set up shop, they cleaning shack. Some resort owners would clean the fish
left for the wesE? The era of easy money had passed, caught by guests and cook them up and dbem at the
l eaving what was <call ed @t hendofatweeklang stay.iThey wete built with lprevacy ie n d |
landscapes of stops and swampS.There was a push in mind and for the enjoyment of outdoor activitté3he

the 1910s to establish agriculture here, as was done in other ChicagoTribunewas full of advertisements from
areas left to waste by logging, but crops did nottakeinthe competi ng Northwoods resort s

poorly drained soil and population plummeted. Eagle c ondi foriutban families!Sayned s 1949 prir

River,onceathrivng | oggi ng town, wa sounded mech l&ke his ad fronih 19@4. Sayaremounced to

postage stanmpo in the winterhis urban customers théat AFi
Even so, the area began to attract sfisiers North Woddsdilnegs Qpaidforbytthee r a d

from the great city at the terminus of the Chic&go Vilas County Chamber of Comr

Northwestern Railroad. Some stayed in the old logging of t ee mi*’The ads éeatigerintiaingimages of

camp hostels ahin the barns of local resideritsThey fish jumping out of lakes.

were attracted by the rural setting and untapped fishing

27William Klase and Raymond GuriEsrestland Ownership in Vilas and @eeCounties, 1975994,(Madison: Land Tenure Center, University
of Wisconsin, 1999): 4.
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30 According to Danziger, even the reservation at Lac du Flambeau was part of the boom. The reservation has two townsvithevaldhe
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32 Rebecca Schewe, et. @londos in the Woad The Growth of Seasonal and Retirement Homes in Northern Wisdbfeitison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 2012.) Kindle file.
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(Summer, 2006): 3.

34 Hart, 208.

35 Shapiro, 4.

36 1bid., 7.

37Hart, 208.

BG ¢ K SN 0 dy SN E A 2 ChicBgiPaily $ribéneduly 1, 1904,

39Schewe, et. al., ch. 2.

40 Hart, 210.
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the Wisconsin Historical Society.

42 Both ads printed sid&y-side. See figure EhicagdDaily Tribungclassified display ads, May 15, 1949.
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mileagesé t he nearest M
and Burger King and
you better eat here.
national corporate restaurant and hotel
chains was not something these small
business owners had to contend with

® SCENIC PINE FORESTS untithemidl 98006s when wur

- -1 b,
| o e B Oy e B ol g""‘ ® SKY-BLUE WATERS NGB : ; -
| HIES i e ok WE . / «WoODLAND wilp Life<Z—vigs: | seekinghe serenity and excitement of

"Homa of the Fighting Tiger Musky™ w7
CENTER OF VILAS COUNTY | | V COUNTY

_ =% SAYNER] | IR
GZ il Vilag i,

arth  Weods most  Beaobiful | scenery.
Abandance of wild Hie in virgin Teresis.
ldeal ascommodsiicns for every k-
beak. ¥Your kind af resort—Houo: uplnE
{ eabine.  Lumurious leiges [

wnd holels
madd erate I-I:i" You'll enjor cabcking

¥« o oBID YOU WELCOME! the lakes they remembered vacationing
Come ;?n:hpm: f-. Jocation draome near in _their youth, bought second
ﬁ‘:fi' i'ﬂfﬁ, :L,.wﬂ.lm-::..‘... ho_mes mtended_for eventual
enderagoldenWilconsintun, Stap sights retirement. Tourists became seas_onal
undae .;‘}:':.'._"S:E‘;:::.'.-*.?.“.";:';.:*h;“.’ residents and then permanent retired

;i residents. Vilas and Oneida counties
1 had the highst rates of imigrationin

the late 19704 These migrants,

Worite today fur ativactive folder.
SATWIR.STAR LANE CHAMEER OF COMMERCE .g,l”-:

SATNIE, WILCONIIN

-

NORTH * STAR LODGE

STAR LAKE, WISCONSIN
A& KORTH WOOUS VACATION AT
MODERATE RATES — S40.545 & WEEK
FER PERDON INCLUDING ALL MEALS
WRITE FOR FOLDER OR PHOME
L THEEL =~ SAYMER 26771

accommadations dusired, Wrile Mary T,
Thomas, Caunty Clerk, Eagls liﬂrﬂi‘h

: despite their pretentions of wilderness
*“Fish are Biting™ ..
/4: = OF VILAS o5 Early 20" century Northwoods tourism advertisements living, demanded reasonable access to
CENTER OF VILAS COUNTY | arly H H
» HOHTH WEBDS S15T FISHING national chain restaurarasid cheap

amplalaly matten et a1 mew its, | €AtUred fishing as a central amenity. Here is a series of
Experienced reldes.

big box stores, sparking a rural

ﬁ'??ﬁ;ﬂb‘“ﬁ:ﬁ%%? gg:’ ?Asa';hleg’ \iv;lrg laid out in 194%Chicago Tribuneclassified gentification process more pronounced
S s e in the village of Minocqu#han in other
Before long, these businesses saw the areas. It was no coincidence that Minogagteaddled

transformation not only of the local econarbyt also the across Highway 5106s weekly t
identities of residents and even the natural landscape in m ddl e of the region, was no
what oneTribunewr i t er call ed Aan i mVaMartiamlde McDoth@um és, but -al s
marri aged between fMot h®r N adreatypretestgrodps, Mich as &ap dreatybuseySTA
This especially ramped up in the time coinciding with the As Ojibwe activist Walt Bresets i mpl y put it
rapid development dhe Chicagsuburbs. Increasingly corporate logo is a tombstone for small business, for
affluent Chicagoansaw a chance to exercise their new momdénopo,p ared ofrars*Dean@rist cul t
social status by taking the STAGisp | fwp enm o altimcqgadhs o Adeviniea m dd
accessible to wealthier classes in decades*hast. Pizza, was famously suspicious of elitiatel outsiders
Restaurants and salas served the appetites of these new acting to force identitghange in the Northwood$He
visitors, who wanted to pr e tfoarmda willing cobsttueficp among soee of hisfelldwu t  d
not want to leave the comforts of city lfeSporting goods family-owned lusiness operators. Ciissontempt for the
stores provided boat rentals and offered baits and guide urban was evident. Al donoét
services fothe urban fishermatf. These tourist service keeps me from |Iliving in the
businesses provided residents with at least seasonal reporter®?
employment and at best, the opportunity to own small Some Northwoods business owsmbave time and
businesses. What results is afgaiferewipae sescan acmoy ckeuinl toveen
slim resource base. errearkethi s tcampétiters, mdrareckntlylivbdn thé rmmble Minocqua
in the midst of the Wall eye WaldMarswa si Irtebbsu iblete na sa amasrpgri anval | i

lifestyle for many* peopl e f Busindsdowgees@xpressal ooncera that the reptobi
A sign hung alongside the taxidermy in the dining woul d not #Af it ofithe NorthwbodshAtt h e
room of the Last Wilderness Café in Presquelisted an explosive MinocquBlanning Commission meeting,

©Billgi 2184 &! FA&K (OhBagzbribBeéMag 15NBSY,35. 6 (1 S NE = ¢
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(Summer, 2003): 442.
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46 Hart, 210.
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48 Hart, 214.
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902y 2YASa Exdonefions, hdi B(Zaduary, 2011); 2382.

50 Bresette 50.
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they met with a WaMart official who curtly dismissed

their concerns and called for a referendum édkenthe
decision. Kurt Justice, the owner of the independent Island
Sport Shop, attended the meeting and, exasperated by the
corporate representative sent to the meeting and feeling
hel pless, asked
allowingthem to @ thisa g a P°n ? o

9.0
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3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0-

7.5

6.1

4.9

32f 3.2

Percent Unemployment

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

AiMont hl y Un e mp Coonty ohlas,tWisdrai. \éilss O
County Year 2020 ComprehérsLand Use Planning Report, November,
2000, http://www.co.vilas.wi.us/landuse/vchap06.pdf (accessed January 1°
2015).

The near complete dependence on outsiders for
capital and the singularity that the tourism econcneates
as fragile a political situation as it does an economic one.
These new migrants and tourists, contemptuously
dismissd as ffl at | abylengern and
residents, brought capital earned during a lifetime of work
in urban Chicagand Milwauke€e® Their desire for
property with lake frontage drove up real estate prices to
levels that left longtime locals out of the market. Lakefront
homes could sell for a million dollars, convincing many
resort owners to cash out their propertfdduring the
1980s, following a period of steeptnigrationfrom 1975
to 1987 many resortsvere sold and converted to cond6s.
Some were completely demolished. The iderditthe
Northwoods was changing throughout the 1980s in the face

n

sector could not survive without the seasonal home owner
and tourists, o0 explaebgere.d a |
AWe could not %Aheaeddebateralooutt t
development was underway in the 1980s betwearated
fgangplankers,  who wanted

hi shyfarewd ow khe saturaleesvsonnoent asstheysfirst eficdlintered it; and

ibul | do zsaw all ecanomictdevelopment as
beneficial®® While residents, whether lorgganding or
newcomers, could fall anywhere on this spectrum
depending on their economic outlook, a political divide
seemed to be forming. As researcher John Paul Green
explained ofural development and its political outcome,
AExurbanites challenge the g
heritage of longstanding residents. Questions [arise] about
who owns the |l andscap® and ¥
Added to the nervousness brought orathypf
these factors is the cyclical nature of the econdrhgre
were periods of plenty in summer and periods of less in the
late winter and spring. Although incomes were 20% lower
in the Northwoods than in other parts of Wisconsin, the
employment picture looked fine when one approaches it
annually®! For example, unemploymeint Vilas County in
1991 was only 0.5% worse than the state average. But a
different picture emerges when one looks at the numbers
seasonally. ThiMarch and April unemployment numbers
are regularly seven points worse than those of July and
August®? The cyclical nature of the Northwoods economy
and the fact most businesses operated on slim profit
margins created a tense situation with hundreds dtersr
mqstly yogng men, laid off annualy The apprehension
was most pronounced in spring and would reach its peak at
the same time as the walleye spawning runs that were most
productive for Ojibwe spedishers. As explained in a 1990
e di t d'heifea that Indian spearfishing would harm the
fish population and hurt the fragile northern economy
blinded its sufferers to the perpetual North Woods
povertyob*

Wisconsin attempts to control Lac du Flambeau
AUnspoiled natureo was t

of rural gentrification Despite e current of contempt for tourists in this fragile economy s o fnatureo w

the emasculating presence of Chicago and Milwaukee managed by the Wisconsin Conservation Department

capital, business owners were dependent. AiOur service
BwAO]l [FCNIYo2AES &2 | f ¥EakdiandsTimasyMinodgpavaich 21f 2008y a Ay 2 Olj dzt
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58 Scheve, 1132.
S9Hart, 216.
60 Green, 15.
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62 County of Vilas, Wisconsin. Vilas County Year 2020 Comprehensive Land bisg Raport, November, 2000, accessed January 17,
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(WCD), an agency of state government created in £927.
Trees were replanted in thatover regions and protected
by the creation of a 224,000 acre state forest, Northern
Highland State ForestThe WCDand its successor agency
the Wisconsin Department Natural Resources (DNR
also built fish hatcheries and rearing ponds in an effort to
manage spoifish populations. Resort owners were
sensitive to DNRactivities as evidenced by thousands of
letters to the DNRS Complaints like this from even this
smal | businessmen were not
sent to the very top of the chain of command at the DNR
DNR activities were always front page stories in the local
newspapers and wardens were known by name.

The tourist economglepended on natural
amenitiesthe trees, the lakes, the deer, and the walleyes
and muskiesThese were the things that it was believed
attracted the caravans of automobiles, and the
corresponding cash liquidity, into the economically
stripped regio§’ Hundreds of smabusinesses competed
over the limited influx of cash. It was not unreasonable to
assume that without the fish, a regional economic
depression would follow. Because of this, business put
pressure on the state, which responded by aggressively
pursuing poacher

At least since the beginnings of the resort industry,
the state of Wisconsin held that state game laws applied to
Indians and no#ndians equally. Warden arrests of Ojibwe
attempting to fish on and off the reservation were
commonplaceand were the subject of whitesld
stereotypes about the Ojibwe as poach&nserinds used
traditional methods such as giletting and spearing, which
were outside the bounds of
since 18788 Facing povertyand high unemploymeian
the reservations, the tribal members were fishing for
subsistencé? Even though a federal court overturned the
conviction of Ojibwe fisherman John Blackbird in 1901,
stating that state governments did notlgjmm Indian
reservations, the state continued to enforce fishing
regulations off the reservatidhThe Wisconsin Supreme
Court justified this action in the 19@ate v. Morrin

Cessionso GLI FWC(

AChi ppewa Land
(accessed Feb. 20, 2015).

decision, concluding that Indian treaties made with the
Ojibwe that guarantedulinting and fishing rights in the
19" century, were abrogated when Wisconsin was made a
state in 1848!

The Ojibwe continued to fish, on and off the

reservation, despite the steé
subsistence fishing supplemented food stockimudme

even more important in the years of decline, blight,
malnutrition, and disea&hat accompanied unsuccessful
BIA efforts to Ateach® the |1

Spearing was much more important than a way to
supplement diet. It was also seeraatte of passage and a
source of tribal identityespecially among the men of
LDF.”The Lac du Flambeau band is named for the
tcomenorsaboaidginal ihethod df ssihg tarches toaidjin | a t i
walleye spearfishing at night. The spear and the torch as a
fishing method was first observed by the French Jesuit Paul
le Jeune in the 1century?’® Fur trader David Thompson

also recorded the Ojibwe (or, as he called them, the
Chippeway) spear ffistheicarlgl®by 7

551 S Da2Saiazyd GYSEAGLONBRENB AFdAKE LISYANE £ 52 A& 02 \5adcessetl Maich 2DA | (A 2 y

2015. http://lwww.wisarc.org/dnrhistory.html

66 WI DNRNative American Policy Correspondences, 189833. 2016042, Box 1. Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison.

67Green, 8.

BG CA &K wS DdzyISMligeehgiriSIatutes, Chapter.22989), accessed February 1, 2015.
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/1989/statutes/statutes/29 and Nesp#ialleye Way 50.

6% Unemploymentwas high as 50% in 1989, during the most heated 2R 2 F
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cenury and noted that it "gives them a considerable partof any reorgani zation shoul d nc

their |Tvelihood. o fishing rights. While the federal government under Collier

Fur traders like Thompsagout the Ojibwe into promoted limited Indian #egovernmentthe state of
debt, a debt the U.S. government used to encourage tribal ~ Wisconsin continued to make arrests, some of which ended
leaders to accept land cessions in exchangeafdr’ in lengthy prison sentences. According to a stptensored
Ojibwe leaders in northern Wisconsin were keentoreceive r eport written by Joyce Erdr
payments and negotiated cessions that would enrich the fishing, or trapping outsidéne boundaries of Indian
lumbermen and copper miners that so quickly transformed  reservations are subject to Wisconsin laws... here there is
the forests in the late T@entury. Leaders may have sold no di sagreement. 0 Erdman ar ¢
the land, but they lew the importance of hunting and reservations may have been justified by the passage in 1953
fishing to the tribe? Ojibwe chief La Trapp@egotiated for of Public Law 280, which gave the state government

the guaranteed right to f i s Hurisictidnovercmminal mattersietdeaabenatiorsa s i a
pleasure of the President o flocatetia Wisconisiff Rublic 1S 280, ehavéverj n t h e
Treaty of St. Petershe first of three cession treatf@sThe stipul ates t ha eprivie hng Indiao orany h o
importance of this right is evident in the speeches recorded Indian tribe, band, or community of any right, privilege, or

at St. Peters, especially thatof HAb ut h, who sai mmunity afforded threspecrto f e d e
know we cannot | ive, dé&privehunting, tr a§fdsatremmndouse gavha rssh.i a
Flat-Mouth invoked Indian ownerghiof the fish when he ensued throughout the O05®6s
contended that debts should be considered paid in full since as they called themselves, organized nighttime raids into
Awhite men had taken fi sh f rcededtdritogestb eolleet gatne, mich th thaiconstenv e r

payi ng t h &Treatids made for durth@r land of dutiful WCD wardens. Many on the reservation recalled

cessions in 1842 and 1854 reiterated this riglitager these raids fondly, as a time of manobmmunity

American agent Henry Dodge accepted the terms with bonding® But it was more than just a fun outlaw fishing

visions of fAnine to ten milltirdam, adrhesaltdff genads,fi \ed wdauyn dti on

pine timber 8The LDF, and other Ojibwe, then carried on masculine role as providers in the face of structural

hunting and fishing on ceded lands, even after the disempowermeri?

establishment of reservati®in 1855. The treaties gave On the boat landing at Nokomis Lakel990 a

authority to abrogatthe treaty to the President alone, not white protestor from Monicaade the beesoakedclaim

the state of Wisconsf. that Athem Pottawa®lbthei es ar e
Despite the federal authority to abrogmigicated Pottawatomie were figood I ndi

by the treaties, and despite the Constit@ien a f f i r ma bfihis own experience who lived at LDF? From the white

that treaties are, along with the Constitutioh h e s u p r epwoietof-view in the 1980s, the Flambeau were examples of

l aw of the I and, 0 Wi sconsi n evVerythitgiwromg wihtthe walfe state. Innneamyevays, thé o r
in violation of the treaties. Ojibwe fishers were imprisoned LDF were little different from whites in the Northwoods.

and fined, jusfied by the Snyder Act of 1924 which They also grew to depend on the tourist econdray
recognized the American citizenship of Native Americans. usually as employees and rarely as business owners. Even
At a 1934 BIA conference in Hayward, meant to advise the resort®n the reservain were owned by whites. Many
BIA director John Collier on a proposed Indian LDF acted as fishing guides for tourists and many worked
Reorganizatiomill, LDF JudgeThomas St. Germairteeld as housekeepers at the res®rsven the most vocal critic
firm to the centuryold agreement and made it clear that of treaty rights, Dean Crisemployed Flambeau youth at

77 bid., 267.

78 Satz, 10.

79 A GLIFW®ap of the land cessions appears as fig. D.
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821bid., 20.
83 Kappler, 5475 and 64852.
84 Henry Dodge, governor of Wisconsin Territory and Superintendent of Indian Affairs, quoted in Satz, 13.
85The 1884 SCOTUS decision in the Head Money cases also give Congress the sole authority to amenenhentafoactreatyHead Money
Cases112 U.S. 580 (1884)
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his pizza restaurant in Minocquaut he said the people he suggests everyone must subject himself to arbitrary

hired were Athe pitsodo and | aay.hoHd toyommldu d edke,] flrteas tsd
find Indian kids to work when they get paid a hundred a deviates from that of the dominant influences of
month for ding nothing. o soci®ty. o

Like the whites in the Northwoods, the LDF were
subject to thsometimes demeaning positions because of Self-determination and the VoigtDecision

the annual influx of wurban capiltwasironiclll Riehdrd Nixtiehe Befo ®fthe
perfor meavdinaow played the | fdiaende Mag o®RBit®@R many of th
television to satisfy the expectations of Chicagd claimed to belong, that invigorated the Indian spirit of-self
Milwaukeetourists at the Wawa-gon Bowl, a stadium governmentvhich, in turn, motivated them to challenge

built in 1951 for the dance spectatie.DF performers, Wi sconsinés enforcement of
who had been so thoroughly culturally whitashed by meant to do with the Indian Selfeterminatiorfit perfectly

BIA efforts earlier in the 20century, now found withinthe NewRighht s concept of the i

themselves ironically having to reinvemta i a u t h e n t i jgd¥idual responsible for his or her own decisions. His

Indian identityf or t hemsel ves so t ha trejettibnf tHe Infiigh tefminationgises of theu1b5ds

be comfortably consumed by expectant tourists. Dancers was due t o thrbugtethefyears,tthrough ariten fi

with names like Ernie and Jerry pretended to have names  treaties and through formal and informal agreements, our

l'i ke AWhite Owl o and fARobi ncgovernmenthasmade specific commitments to the Indian

invited to come down and meet the dané&rg.h e i g 0 0 dp e o P& Termination of these treaties, the President

Indi ano existed iumhistory.stwasr y, agle®vwed utl d@ bna diei menemmandeddcaNi x o |

the fibad I ndianso that exi s tcénfloldfBIAscHd®s, welfa 0B Assistanc®,fandc h i s
C

the government took steps in 1953 to terminate recognition  healthcare. In responsetoNi®s ur gi ng, Con
of over 100 tribes aoss the U.S. and push for a lerenge a variety of new laws including the Indian Self
policy of tribal termination, including the abrogation of Deternination Act in 1975. In the po$lixon landscape,

treaties? Perhaps that drunken philosopher at the Nokomis  |ndians were to establish working governments which
boat launch was accurate despite his racist intentions, when would have real power and control.
he concluded hisanantibhbbkoewiigoThedlDF bandkdorganized their tribal council in

couple of good oneseée they wadsgynsétbthe ndvel@wd and dirktied theft ndiag n d
reminded him that there was a cassette recorder nearby and controlled federal monies, unsurprisingly, toward the

they got quiet® B ' . development of Indian controlled tourism. They built a
The fgood Indiano coul d ¢ampglund dnfeedbatigubch andl Madinh e8wa
He was supposed to be subservient. Tom Mawaded it Gon Park They also renovated a tribal fish hatchery, which

the fibureau mentalityo and spanipéd ol 30Anilisnonalieye intd reder@atich fakes féro  t
filndian people were rel uct anHeenjo@ned 6f Regok golrdiand spedrars Hiet t he
SYysS t97e\/'mlatihg and arrests went on without much The newly empowered LDF government worried
protest from tribal members. Maulsamote that white neighbors in the tourism business. A petition
funwhoglyé hundreds, maybe tolyanke dywhi® busife§smehgeratigon the LOF
people went to jail °iEeensous e rdsdhativn coriplaifed dbbu®thedbbat Iaubch fes and
Erdman even remarked in 1966 that racism seemed to be a sparked a series of letters to DISBcretary Les Voighat
thing of the past and that yobttoene Bottomdf whitd ankietyuntd vhidh oreshadoweéd W
t owar d t*RButtHe tidewas tarning, as evidenced  the spearfishing dmte. One even worried that the LDF

by recommendations made to teachers of the Ojibwe that might tax whiteowned businesses and warned that

ithe teacher would do well thad i aslca n dd m-ata ly & sPAREsIdda® Weret h i C
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incredul ous, fAHow
separate letter from the owner of a variety store in Lac du
Flambeau, implored Voigb use the DNRo curtail the
tribal council 6s actions
completely. o0 The |l etter i
from those of the urbaantibussing advocates in urban and
suburban America. The Northwoods businessman wrote,
Ailt is certainly time the
minorities and militants and see that they go to work for the
rest %The Silent Majoritywas not so silent in the
Northwoods and uandcoming politicians like the state
assemblybés minoritywdreeader
listening.

Events ninety miles to the west near Hayward
would alter whitelndian relations in th Northwoods on a
much wider scale. Two members of the Lac Courte Oreilles
Band of Ojibwe were arrested by the DMRile
spearfishing off the reservation in March of 1974. After a
state court found the men gyijlthe LCOappealed to the
federal court® The LCOwere inspired not only by the
American Indian Movemenbut also by Great Society
programs like the Iridn Law Centet%” The DNRbraced
for more legal challenges and directed law enforcement to
continue investigating violatarbut each case was now to
be managed by a legal con&ifiFederal judgdames
Doyle examined the treaties and in 1979 ruled that the
Ojibwe were not exempt from Wisconsin regulations off
reservation waters because their treaty rights were
abrogated when Indians settled for reservations. The LCO
took the case to the U.S. Court of Appeals, where five years
|l ater in 1983, Doyl ebs deci
known as the
right to fish and hunt, as undared by the Ojibwe at the
treaty signing in 1854, not only was not given up when the
Ojibwe moved to reservations, but that the 1854 treaty
specifically reserved the right to fish in ceded laHfs.
When the Supreme Court
appealthe Voigt Decision effectively freed the Ojibwe to
legally fish in any lake. After a chaotic few days at the
DNR in Madison, newly elected Democratic Governor (and
former DNRSecretary) Tony Earssued Executive Order

. 1 Yhe cogrt fourieéhatithe i o My

can %A di a %, acknovwdedging e tteaty rights rf tha @jibwe artl 0

officially calling on the DNRo stand down!! Indians
responded by joyfully takipto the roads to hunt. LDF

b e fhonteeWaynh Vatlierggent out witke hisifathar the mghtf
ncltihtee d eec i ssd otni

memte rdmotwnt. o oV afl d
right from the road outside Boulder Junction 6 wi t h  wh
pepl e wat chi ng®The oliowirtg ear,as ar s

g cavoken of goedwill tovgatd ohp stateathe ©jibivercgeatdd o

their own agency to regulate hunting and fishing among
Indians and to advocate for the responsible exercise of
treaty rights, the Great Lakes lad Fish & Wildlife

TCommisgion. TGLIBVWpsrated with the Nixospirit of

seltdetermination. The GLIFWConstitution drafted in
1983, states that fAthe tri
resultant duty to protect the resource that is of great
i mportanée to us. o

Non-Indians responded with trepidation and
outrage at the gov dersrpaured s f |
into the DNRoffices. A retiree from Wilmette, a Chicago
suburb, frustrated that she did not have a voice in
Wi sconsin elections wrot e, f
have worked hardbtearn the right to own our property in
this state and we will be damned if we will sit here and
watch anyone have the right to do whatever they please.
Come t o vy 84Hundreds of eters likéthis one
insinuated that white Americans worked whilgh@e
were shiftless wards of the welfare state. Privilege and
equal rightsvas another theme of the letters. One resident
attempted a turn on the phre
fi | am a native American. I v

b ¢

Wisoonsinind @23. bamaat of Lndiam dedcent, but thidisa t

native | and. 0 He concl ude
di scr i mi n a%Sélldbthex lgtrs questionedl the
Indiannesso f t he Oj i-Bwnk!)fthdyWeree at i e
still Indiansmaybe, but they are not. They should hunt and

fish |Iike *¥veryone el se. o

ref used Theflaines ware fanied ly the dss) dctivating

the ASileéentinMajacttgn for wt
to be fAedaqudInldmiag teusalief in the
sanctity of the markets permeated the efforts early on. A

grassroots organization was formed called Wisconsin

104 Arnold Sirien, letter to Les VoigDNRSecretary, April 23, 1973. 20082, Box 1. DNRIAPC. WHS, Madison.
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Alliance for Rights and Resourckased on the belief that speatfishing was abouib commence, it seemed the DNR

fi e nngiorte lgroup benefits over and above others is a tried to stop it when they issued a report of a study

violation of our individual indicagnd thad wableyelwere dontaminated with imerdu§y B 4

Superiorbased organization sent DN#cretary Caroll Trout Lake the historic site of the ancieRlambeau camp,

Besadny and Governor Earfetition containing 5,066 and one of the lakes scheduled by the LDF to be sp&red.

signatures, hoping to get the government to reverse course  When the LDF decided to skip Trout Laked head instead

and challenge the Voigt DecisiéH An editorial in a to resorlined Big St. Germain Lake instead, the DNR

nationally distributed hunting magazi@aitdoor Lifewas dropped the mercury warning®.The editor of théNews

al armi st : i Ma k e areon the nsovea k e . Reéview Kutt Kruebegvegarned readers not to make the

They aim to lay claim to as much lahgour land as they Indians into scapegoat® A newly formed anttreaty

can et . o group Equal Rightfor Everyone (ERFEalso urged calm,

warning supporters to avoid conflict and stay away from

The first speaing season hardens opinion l akes being speared. fiEven 't
The 1985 spring walleye run the following year set back ERFIEfforts to peacefully resolve the overall

proved a key turning point in the debate over resourcesas | S s'&e . 0

the Ojibwe from LDF actaily followed through on threats Right below the paperos

to spearfish in the ceded territory. It happened in a context  graphic showing the exact locations for boat landings

of a troubled economic picture. Readers of\fiias County expected to be utilized by LDF spearers. At the boat

NewsReviewwere bombarded with stories communicating  landings the LDF played their drums and, according to the

economic uncertainty. Taxes were expected¢egse in May 1% NewsReview after 4 nightsmanaged to take 1,200

Vilas and Oneida Counties by 18%, as local government fish.122 The next issue reported that the spearers took 2,500

felt the dual impact both of austerity measures brought walleye and 65 muskieShey also met scores of angry

about by President Reagand the cost of increased protestors for the first time at the landing at North Twin

regulationt'® Unemploymentvas on the mids of residents Lake, about an hour east of the reservatiear the town of

who hoped a proposed mine in the nearby Upper Peninsula Phelps. Krueger e por t ed t hat the cro

of Michigan, would diversify the Northwoods econoanyd short of violence'fFaurtest op t}

provide jobs'?°But concern, as always, centered on DNR wardens tried to keep the peace despite a hailstorm of

tourism. Pressure was on in 1985 to have a strong tourist ~ racial insults being flung in both directions between the
seson, despite the statebs s Bpgaersiandghe patestygs The sheifi was ealled igbyn a |

meant for tourism promotion in urban markiBut with Tom Maulsorwhen protestors tried to block the boat
the sporfishing season right around the corner, launch. When the first spearing boats came back with tubs
anticipation was high. Newspapers talked of how the full of walleye, pushing matches in the audience
fishing season waamlthecgnominnt &ONMANENSasl.rAf Mapledeeld p three 20 pound muskies
hardship of spring?? the greatest and rarest of all spiish, Kruegemreported
Buried amongst these nervous but hopeful pagesof t han many i n t he auhesightot e v
the NewsReviewthe speafishing story was mentioned speared ®nuskies. o
too. This would be the first year that Lac du Flambeau The appearance of the musksezmed to fire up
Ojibwe would exercise their treaty right to fish outside t the crowd. Rocks were flung at Maulsioom the irate
reservation since conditions were not right the previous crowd, which included more than a few intoxicated men
year. Tom Maulsorthe unofficial speafishing according to Kruegérs r e [ &ivetgunshgts were

spokesman, who call ed hi ms e lheardgchgingaverithe kake. Kivegeoted aman gho
claimed that the e%Asthes woulWweh! ke diwpiudt dmiteo. § he water,

117 Al Horvath, President of WARR, letter to Carroll Besadny,S&ldfetary, August 30, 1984. 20002, Box 1. NR NAPC. WHS, Madison.
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better have fun spear i ueour DEADLY STEPS FROM FREEDOM TO TOTALIARIANE
never be back onthislake | &1 | N @V @  How many have the Gun Gestapo airesdy taken? Reveal of ihe
h er e an d I 6 I I cut t h at Second Amendment and Gun Confiscation is their Final Sclution! f or

m'-wnllo-hun“mhd
them md#skies. o wmp::lf:m

A} ouUR
. Concern was SplaShed acrossnieavs :ﬂ'ﬁ‘mwp‘" o .r::“\nlov“l:A \u::um\ DREFRNSE
Reviewabout the depletion of the walleye stock. A This is accomplished by insti-
woman at North Twin Lake asked Maulsbthere | caaimed or w?u: the bye-
wou d be any fish | eft e s v ccuntry|FREEDON eeinns raasson
: ble to move the country i
story on the same page reported that a DRIl |25 from the freed TTOr OV, WL 1AL SO
felt the spearing fdug hm"“‘ EERGA
brood stocko of wall ey |
GLFWC stromly disagreed with the DNRBfficial, cun s
claiming that the fish taken by the Flambeau durir| § ggeyration | REGISTRATION
the entire week was equal to one day of hao#
line sporifishing 132
: oL EDOM
The event at North Twin Lake changed | PROWIBITION | FRE
Kurt Kruegegp s mi nd. Hi s edi t
: , TR

urged for peace and explained how the Ojibwe wejf YT JADIVIDUALS' RIGHTS GONE _s“:“ RetlL
not to blame for the troubled econoniyhisMay 5 the Four Deadly Stéeparfeaaisfr ée @ @BMRWHS)
8"i ssue he spoke of fAr emadison
insinuated that the Ojibwe wefeeloaders and a
burden on the taxpayers. He echoed the solution heard at Minocqua kakeland Times whi ch begged r
bars and meeting places across the Northwoods: the your messageheidahueralyim PARR

arrogant

Oj i bwe, theirftreaty ightg, w o ngéntrifyirgMmacguaanddook the lead as the atrgaty

should, at least fish using the same methodsthevo ul d 6 vieo v e me nt 0 s 3mtngside the 16200protestors,

employed in 1842. Kruegaisked them to ditch their
batteries and outboard motors and headlamps and try birch

bark canoes instead.

ireal traditiond by wusing t
1842, and the harvest
cause biological harm¥¥r

dressed in plaid and orange jackets, marched about one
hundred Flambeau led by firebrand Tom Maul§8itwWhen

AThi nk Madlsontutned hi3 aek onl thre ghledgenoballegiancel RARR a

Headens) evhohused patriciciabnograplyiorptmee Nt o f

wo ul d olganizationg Ibgo,ttook itlag amsigrt o distoyialey to thev o u |
s 0 dUiS&*1 Thedusefcthe Armeeicart flaapa ldgigmizing icon e .

Here the Indian, who should not be the scapegoat according was true for both sides of the spearfishing debate, but it was

to KruegeonMay B'i s fAarroganto and
disc ont e nt d" ThenMaywthissuehad no follow

ups on the tax situation or the lack of state support for small
business.

PARRG s r hamd tlerStarcLakelncident

North Twin Lake was the birthplace of many new
traditions and some of the more heated rhetbatwould
haunt the Northwood boat landings every spring for the
next five years. Minds were changed and hearts were
hardened. When ERFFurged peace and cooperation at the
start of the 1986 season, people abandoned it in droves for
more aggressive grassroots
Rights and Resources (PARRVith support from

132 |hid.

1Kurt KruegeX G LY RAL Y
02y & S NMCNVAMVEyBr1985.

1B4Kurt Kruegex G LY RAL y &

1Byt N2 GSad

136 Nesper,WalleyeWar, 81.
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superimposed with a Native American figure, a symbol of AIM adopted by thBWd&on Treaty Organization, per ScytS NINEZ

Shepherd Express (Milwaukelpv. 18, 1989, 18.
139 Cowie, 227.

AK2dzZ R O2 YMONW May & $98%2 v
LIS wO § T aké Erdd Timesi(MibokoyaApril 18, 1986.

P ARRshat sogsidéradatself tleelprotector of true American
values!38 Later that day at Star Lak®laulsonwould get
his revenge.

Larry Petersona Park Falls paper mill worker,
founded PARRwhich consolidated the myriad concerns of
the antitreaty crowd. PARPut the blame squarely on an
elitist federal government and big city influence. The
rhetoricof PARRreflected the populist sentiment of the
working class that helped launch the Reggasidency in
1980. Jefferson Cowie explained the political shift that was
underway by the | ate 1970s,
knowrit-all cultural elitistswere well on their way to

®rcd d s i Inigk & hrer dtoescste sATRRETr it deen
early PARRflier, posted in bars and grocery stores, warned
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people not to blame Indians, Wateral policy makers for
dividing the peoplé°® Distrust of the federal government
and antistatism in the Northwoods often revolved around
Second
hysteria to f urt hféerwatnddgti r
Another PARKRlier predicted the breakdown biberty and

theveryidentio f Ameri ca at -t he
grabbing gestapo. 0 | magery
corners of fAour rights, our

freedom, 0 devol %¥%Enemiesincuden a
teachers,the DNR an  r feeakdghe®™l i ber al
mainstream media, and all those in the government who
wanted to trample on private property ownershiihe
treaty rights issue was
Governmerda was crushing
the private individual, the scalled little guy.
Peterson would have agreed with Reaitan
ifGovernment i s not
pr o b Meapping into a conservative rhetotimtwas
already successful natiamide added legitimacy to the
antitreaty cause and struck a chord with whites in the
Northwoods. As small businessmen, under pressure from
competition with invading corporations, they could relate to
the oppressed, yet moraByperior individual that was
Reagab s r het or i enade anteffort i expaPdA R R
its advocacy to include more than just the protection of fish
resources. PARRropaganda attempted to expand the

purvey of the organization,
take a backseaté but the
rights needs t¥%The mauguthiPARRs s e d
newsletter further accessed conservative tropes when it
stated, AThis group is

6the SiledtwWMal ormo ey

federal ourts, led by elitists n Pet er sonds
illegitimately held up the minority at the expense of the
majority, which from his point of view was unbecoming of
a democracy?’

PARRwas, ateast on paper, dedicated to non
vi ol ent demonstrations and
their newsletter listed rules for protesting at boat landings
and urged protestors to remain calm. PAdRRonstators
were directed to Al1l. Avoid
group, 3. Remain silent, 4. Obey law enforcement, 5.

a n o ny rifdDespite these rules, the 1986 spearing
season was even more cotitems than that of 1985, even
though the DNRhegotiated a shortened season with

A me n d me n tgrabbers[ared wsing i T G&IFVGQU The DNRhired Quakerdwyer George Meydp
a keep thleapeage abbod? lAnRIRYS and to negotiate with

GLIFWC. Protesters showed up at almost every spearing

h a nedent, waving #agsfaigdshouting out the-reoded
idrurosl the 404 gblayad freng thedandengsvon liodm boxese  f

d e f Ehalasenjght of the sharteseason, thé same dayas

shs BARRralli in Minocqua seventy LDF spearers

showed up at Star kain the heart of resort country. While
Meyercomplained about the number of spearers, Maulson
led the LDF into the lakes returning with 792 walleye, four

a n o ttimmes morebtizan thel gaogampreviomagreed upott¥ h i ¢ h
anity dor e g u aPlushingyandsHoving enpued as DM&dens desperately

struggled to separate the protestors from the spearers.
Resort owners like Diane Sherren of St. Germain reeled at

titiseghe s o | u tthie agly scere. SbetendedomptaintltoeBesadny about the

DNR6s handling of the Comeci det
onplease Pur sue this. MPTony veli

Rizzo, a locally famous fishing guide anelsort owner

from Star Lakeclaimed he and the resort owners from

nearby PlumLaka |l r eady had cancell a

took in one night more than

Rizzoclaime d**'he press saw the Star Lakeident as

an act of retribution and questioned whether the Ojibwe

could manage their own resourdes.
Al ndian policy i

ssues wil|l

g e rConserlativergragdsroots: power and thythologyu a | s

a | Bhe nex four years saw increasingly violent
confronttions at the boat landings, the low point coming

o f t e ron thedldst@ight & sheafing in 1988, whenl aisrhall todwas ¢
mo rsparkédaa Bternud LakBy 1990, the protests had
€ Y lfeGome routine. The LDF, the protestors, and law

enforcement becae familiar with each other, Maulson
often engaged protestors with jokes. The whole scene
became like a predictable play, with the downstate and
Chicagomedia as the audience. Actors took their places

fagdkne®w fdir lie8. Talkthg poiMtewede distribiged @a O f

newsletters and at meetings and banquets.
After the violence at Star LakPeterson urged

Qtastofs @ Bthyawaly o the Boat larflingd ¥ompldtely.h i

i P A R&s taken a stand to find the solution in a peaceful

Refrain from alcohol, 6. Stay off the water, and 7. Remain andnorvi ol ent manner, ® Peterso
oW | A alddamIEeatiesCSRSNI f wS&ALRYAAOAT A(ASaFapersNBDOMIMHSE, WadEan. Tt A SN [ | NNEB
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his newslettet>3 Instead PARRvould focus on letter at the crowded | ittl éTheandir
writing campaigns anckcall efforts. Republican administration prmised to take the lead by using more
gubernatorial candidate Tommy ThompSamv an legitimate methods, relying on its ALEC network and ties
opportunity in utilizing the grassroots organizations of the toReagabs White House to move t
Nort hwoods A&itle nadwWarn oe i hiysf acvaaurseeblteo t o t b e Kfc@lnked ot Maj

unseat Governor Eanvho accepted the Voifftecisionin have meetings with Pe¥er son
1983. Thompsoappeared at a PARBanquet, his words PARROs strategies of poli
mirroring that of the PARR | aybook. @A A v er yhe momeravalutionary leanings of Minocqestauateur
difference between Tony Eahd me is that | believe in Dean Cristwho left the group to form a more activist
treating all/l peopl e equal l y,gouptStopeTreatpAbuse (§pNitrea Minmcquicbaitismop d  a
blasting the LDF for instigating violenee Star Lake i | owner, Donald Longin 1987. Many followed Crigo

believe spearing is wrong regardless of what treaties, STA, dissatisfied with PARRs | ack of®fidi r ec

negotiations or federal ¢ ou rstpportad thgm [BARRvithpizzEand begbaitd saw they
identified treaty rights as wesppe alinalblpr itwi Ife gneds & hteldd por

to end them when he was\grnort>* Governor Earl areporterin1990.Crists f i ery temper an
responded to Star Lakesy appointing a panel made up of threats attracted media attention and soon he became th
leading white businessmen from local chambers of star of the annual drama performed at the boat landings.

commerce, church leaders, and Ojibwe representatives to Similarly tempered, antagonistic LDF judge Tom Maulson
ii mprove unde hdiaoguatThompson t h r dinally had a worthy personality to play his foil.
respondedto Earls panel by invoking cl| aBreaking BARRUles anthgoing against the advice

wondering aloud why the mostly workiragss members of Klauser Cristled his mostly working class followers
of PARRdid not have a seat the table->® into the water in boats and by foot to block spearers from
Thompsorseemed to be the answer to PARR entering the water. Crigbok a moral higlground. He put
prayers. PARRrganized their network of mill workers and his body on the line and compared himself to Martin Luther
resortowners as a loyal constituency when Thompsok Kingi n his struggfler fwfHdles.um
office the following year. Much of Thompsérs ¢ a mp a i gorclose to spearers that he was hit by a spear held by a 15
was funded by the Wisconsin Policy Research Institute yearold LDF. It was probably an accident, but Crist
(WPRI),'*" a conservative think tank that advochier claimed assaul€®He also claimed law enforcement used
Il i mited government, fr ee ma rekcessiw forceawheh heswasdarrestedat Caffigh hakesin W
was a meeting place of policy makers like Thompeoch 1990 and was marched off to jail in a neck br&éeinable
national business interests. The chairman of WPRI was to pay what he considereatcessive bail, he resorted to a
Exxonlobbyist James KlauseWhen Thompsotook jailhouse hunger strike while Governor Thompsmured
office it was Klausewho he tapped to be his top aide and the boat landings in 19997 STA leaders pressed their
pointman on the treaty rights isstR Ojibwe activists, led foll owers to get arrested. f
by Walt Bresettegrew suspicious ththompsonwvas Vietnansad dCr ifsltf t here are s
advocating treaty abrogation in an attempt to claim Indian a pr oBThempsovsaid Crisbs out bursts
land for zinc miningnterests>® Klauserdismissed the di sobedienced was a fAtebsi bl
accusations of Bresettes i ¢ o n spii é%ladger t h e @fusal to listen to PARRr Klauser Thompsoramented,
advised Larry Petersdno it el | people tonwWeagr adwammgd ¢thamsrei sk it now?o

the boat landings and demonstrate in other places, but not

153 arry PetersopPARRssug(Winter/Spring, 1989), LPP, M204, WHS, Madison: 3.
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Images of the Treaty Beer
can, printed in 1988Treaty
Beer(consumeproduct
packaging, 12 oz. aluminum
can). Brewed and canned by
Torc (Hibernia) Brewing Co., E
Claire, WI, for STMinocqua
WI, 1987 (photos from the
author's collection)

that marked the Northwoods protests. Protestors mounted

As much as he was a lightning rod for corersy,
Cristwas a vital and creative force who managed to keep cans on poles and brought them to boat landings and

protestors motivated. In 1989, SBfonsored a decoy recreated the canos signfdger y

contest, publicized in theakeland Timesin which Understanding the iconography of the can is a way to

participants would manufacturerczrete walleye decoys understand the political rhetoticat dominated white

with reflective eyes in the hopes that a spearer might protest circles.

mistake it for a fish and damage the tines of his sj5&ar. The can served as a recrugint tool in the bars

The decoys did not fool the Ojibwe, but proved a great way  where the white working class congregated. The can was

to rally the antitreaty troops. LDF spearer Scott Smith adorned with iconography of the attaty movement: a

mouned one of the concrete fish in his home among his walleye speared from the underside, gasping its last

other trophy fisH.° breaths. The product packaging claimed that Treaty Beer
Cristalso oversaw the brewing of Treaty Beer was fAt heoft rtuhee bweoerrk i ng mano

which was marketed in eleven states in 1987. Sales went bills aflame. On the back of the Treaty Beer can was

partly to provide a fund to bail protessasut of jail. As printed AEQuiadn MWRdlghtereen af

Cristsai d, AThere are many pe o preas percéived by prgiegtors to be unecuaftyresd by
causeé but who do not have daxiter &8 edeemreay. gBwte rtnhmey tdriinn kK ¢

beer &' Advertisements in theakeland Timesot only claims, fishing, HNDrinkerswhgo, ar
urged resort owners to order Treaty Beergioests to perceived their communities under siege from elitist
drink, but also provided a scapegoat for their business outsiders and who felt the pinch of the tumultuous labor

troubles: AAttention Resort mankehiethesNohweaodse seemgdtaidentify dith the fisto u r
summer beer inventory please remember this: Treaty Beer  speared right through the gut. Larry Nespeyued further
gives all its profits to fight the economic blackmail that is that the image conjured up a rape scene, with which

currentlythre ni ng you'¥ industry. oprotestors, fArapedod by econc
The beemas shoHived as the Eau Claire brewer control, could identify:’6 Indeed rape rhetoriwas an
halted production due to protests from Milwau ket important part of PARRNd STA s messagdes. C

labeled Treaty Beea s i h at é7°Butrhe beercamn . 0
proved rather ééctive as a method of communicating the
antkgovernment, ardiax, antielitist conservative populism

169 Advertisement: Rules for Concrete Walleye Decoy Corteggland Times (Minocqyaviarch 31, 1989.

170Nesper, 22.

171 GLIFWQMoving Beyond Amgment, Appendix VI.

172 Treaty BeeadvertisementlLakeland Times (Minocquapril 19, 1988: 2.

W52y | FyydzZ W Kk SB56 dzRR 6 SABFTimgsMayl2R 1900NS 6 = £

174 Photo of protest sig, GLIFWoving Beyond Argumen10.

175 Treaty Beefconsumer product packaging, 12 oz. aluminum can). Brewed and canned by Torc (Hibernia) Brewing Co., Eau Claire, WI, for ST/
Minocqua WI, 1987. See Figure F.

176 Nesper WalleyeWar, 103.
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Pet erson referred to tnge
resource rapeodo on'mor e

Anti-treaty arguments were constantly shifting
depending on the audience, but some floated around more
persistently than others. A common argument until 1989
was that the Ojibwe should be forced to use thdnoukst
and tools common at the time of the signing of th& 19
century treaties. As a protestor explained at Nokomis,Lake
AYou know what? They <can
want as long as they peel birch bark canoes and use
wooden spears and
Whites felt that the use of high beams, batteries, and
out board motors werenot in
consternation over fishing methods revolved around the
idea that Ojibwe were able, with ohern equipment, to take
far more fish than the original signatories of the treaties
could imagine possible. The same people who saw gun
regulation as the final step to totalitarianism suggested
outlawing of Ojibwe gurowners. Onevr ot e ,
go back with bow and arrow, and outlaw them to use guns
if they go
County NewsReview who originally urged whites to
acquiesce to the treaties considered the way the LD
speared Ashockingodo and
senti ment of hundreds on
I ndi ans could have dAreal
and equipment of 1842 and the harvest would be kept to
Il i mits that iowgical hadmoddsociat a u s e
di s ¢ o't Federal Juilge Barbara Cralho
inherited the LCCzase from Judge Doyle when he died in
1987 explicitly interpreted the treaties to mean that Ojibwe
could tke fish by whatever means they want&dl he
assumption by whites that Indians should continue to exist
in a historical state while whites could embrace
technological innovation, Craldrgued, was unreasonable.
Once again, it irked Nthwoods whites that the downstate
judge would have the final
seemed promises of democracy were going unfulfilled and
that the majority would suffer to benefit a minority.

That suffering would be economic. The fear that
cawsed respectable small businessmen to the boat landings,
was that spearing would somehow negatively impact
tourism. Resort owners like Jim Errington of Star Lake
worried that spearing would destroy his livelihood.

g L& &dzS &
178\Nitnessedor Nont A 2 f Sy OS¢ |
Madison.

/ mnmc!

S p e Ernington gust wamtgd tsce ag eotn
t han spreen do csd eesipd re.s s

fi a r r dagniy+oriented totrist weve facingehard teneshby then g
t h e198Ds¥4Medny regpis ownefis vare biiddsided by thet .
t r alibihge and grasping to find sausesgor their énancial tvde

vedrad eisn otre anck veefr

Of I NR FA SV AMOENDria1n)398NA. v 3
G{LISIHN FTAAKAY3

a chke ts@rhbus
nNi ght¥® wor r
Fishingcampresortsi ke Erri ngtonbs, w
offering very modest beds, boats, guide service, and
outboard rentals to its guests. A fisgicamp resort like
this relied on a stock of good fish to attract business from
the city. It seemed logical to whites that Ojibwe ever
harvest of spawning walleye would deplete the stock,

s p ewhich whites sawaas econevrachlly fangtiersng @imarily ése y

an amenit for guests. The logic is simple: no fish, no

candi®el i g h guestdano guestsnne mongy oAuresdetmwnar MdStar Lake

compared the Ojibwe to the Japanese, who were interned in

tVHWAE | s minrdi ta sckfe dt ht eh et rgepavteir eno.r ¢

ons
b L

be possibletcetk e si mi | ar sancti

who harm our re®¥reational
Despite the perception held by most people,

fishing was actually the second biggest grossing activity for

vacationers in the Northwoooct

ATel | armuhseaenné 1987 stidy found that only 8% of

tourists cited fishingis the main reason for their

B'KurttKruegerof theVilas w a y .vacation®> Tourism in the Northwoods was changing.

Men no longer took fishing trips without their families in
tow. The fish camp resortkat failed to adapt to the more

t h
Th
@od

The only change they could come up with, the modbleis

kchange, was that the Ojibwe were now spearing their lakes

depleting their top amenity. This perception was curated by
the local press and the afréaty organizations. A local

fisherman and resident reportedtothe DNR at he h a
caught a fish in Big Arbor Vitae Lalsnce the spearing
began. He wrote, AW th most
wono6t come to fish where the
limit of fish. Peoplearemt goi ng to go f i s

Wisconsin and their money will be spent in some other

Mteh es preend p li en.
An important way to ease tensions according

Boulder JunctiorPresident Jeff Longa leading voice of

moderation, was to seek out new amenities. Looking back

on his long career in government, Loengued that only

17% of Northwoods residents and tourists were interested

in fishing. AWe candtt hiegreqroe

sai d, pointing out his town¢

Fd t! ww

LINEGSatGoe 988 gAadySaa

179 yle Stange, letter to Carroll Besadny, Oct. 3, 1986.-2d20Box 1. DNRIAPC, WHS, Madison.

1BOKurt KruegeX G LY RAL Y&

dK2dzZ R O2 YMONEVEWS318852 v
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181 ac Courte Oreilles Band v. Wiscon888 F. Supp. 1420 (W.D. Wis. 1980Qll), from a summary by Ann McCammBltis, et. al.,

aCdzZf FAEEtAy3a haiosS ¢NBLGe
Intergovernmental Affairs, 2009.
BLWAY 9ONNAy3Ad2yr tSGEGESNI G2
183 Jim Errington, letter to Jameswddollen, 1978.
1B4h SELISNE a{AYdzZ I GAy3
BwARRE ST 4. SGGSN) SO2y2Yéxté
186 |bid., 12.

t NPYAZSAY
Wl YSa

| dzf G dzNXB I ¢
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'Y hOSNBASS FyR ,DgisobdSy RAdzy 2F w$

g2y | 2t t Syz2, D2IENRIARONWHS, Madidall. K S NI/
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187 Scott Worzella, letter to Carroll Besadny, DB&eretary, May 20, 1988. 200d2, Box 1. DNRIAPC. WHS, Madison.

Page [L6



through the woods and the development of boutique Maulsor¥ &L LI & Gt ESéA 22 o
shopping. AThere was a ti me whetnNRioa dd2rNarv & . tzii r 6 & gthS it huyeS

campground on Trout Lakend saw fishing boat after Maulsor¥ &, 2dz adAtt OF G6OK WSY

fishing boat. Now there is hardly a campsite that does not 0K2dzal YR FTAAKY® yR @2dz 32

have bi%igngwas ane ajthe growing number of

Northwoods leaders who disavowed the-amtaty DNR and GLIFWCdata backed up Maulsom any year

movement in the late 1980s and who began to speak during the crisis, Indians never took more than 4% of the

frankly about the taboo subjeaf planning for a postesort annual harvest® The impact on fishing, from a

era. spdat smanbés point of view, sh
A seasonal Oneida County resident, tongue in nonexistent. The conservation impact was also-non

cheek, suggested a new direction for tourism: kilaighe existent since the LDF fish hatchery began stocking lakes

fish. ASince fishing in our ofitheaesarvatiorowithkvsalleyedry. Nome of this nmatgered f

past, maybe Aquacide is the answer. Instant bedohése to whites who disagreed withthe®NR6 s ev al uat i o

new tourist, novice swimm@&ronc e a % s h e r maminindal impact of spearing on the sport fishery. After

Whites imagined a rapid depletion of the walleye and calingDNRdat a on the mini mal i m

musky resources, some going so far as to imagine the end  treaty firebrand Dean Cristondered why bag limits for

of fishing completely. Maulsoargued that the LDF was walleyes were constantly being reduced in lakes that were

taking fish fo  f dA@edan't Idok at this as a sporting impacted by spearin§® An even bigger problem than the

thing,"Maulsors ai d. " We don' t*Bul ay Indiah use oban impdrtanondtura resource was the way the

the way Maulsortriumphantly held up muskidsefore government seemed to ignore the lagitie concerns of

crowds enfl amed whiotestosad d o u lwhites andseemednogiefend therminority unquestionably.

Nokomis Lake reflected the opinion of whites that Indians Zero would have been the only acceptable number of fish

wasted the walleye resource, when he surmised that the to be taken.

I ndians fAjust throw the®®damned Théeécongnscimpact, dsbedf Lodgulohpaset e r s .

If the Ojibwe were taking fish for food, as thiegd done predicted, was also neexistent. Few resort goe

traditionally, antitreaty advocates figured they took cancelled their fishing trips due to the presence of

enough fish in 1985, at least, to provide each LDF family spearfishers. AWebve seen nc

with thirty pounds of medf2 While walleye were used as a spearing. Personally, my business is up considerably over

food resource and some sold, spearers certainly also l ast year, 0 r chamberbfeanméag!| e F

speared fish simply asdemonstration of power, and President George Langlep the midst of the debaté’

because they had a right to do so. Eventpgaty whites Moderates like Longvent so far as to make the argument

saw this a battleground oV e rthatithe protdsts thesnselves favd tlie aareaa blaak eys dndl o
manhood t he number an%Thaefacz e o fwodld be the réabdeténent of the tourism industhis,

the fish might be tainted with mergupoisoning did not too, did not phase arttieaty advocates who would never
deter the LDF spearers. While some of the fish were, in put down their concefns to ¢
fact, food, many were trophies. hugg®rs. o
Whatever their intention, according to Tom
Maulson the number of fish taken by the LDF, paled in Frustrations with Big Government

comparison to those taken Wjite sport fishers and
tourists. An argument between Maulsord a protestor at
Nokomis Laken 1989 illustrates Maulséns poi nt of

Frustrations with law enforcement at the boat
landings came from theegater feeling that the government
was'nbt feffesenting the will of the majority, but instead of
. L . . .. representing the interests of elitist big cities. People like the
Maulsor ~ o, 2 dZONBn i F FAYE  Ic T & 3 Inflddes) judges in Madison and Chicabat ruled on treaty
tNEGSauZNyYe 2S5tttz L LIhe Uhifhgddlino stakin the unique Northwoods econoanyd

18 oW | SIASYKYHE dWFBT KA AV 2 NakelaadiTimks (1digovg)atlpyil B, RGLE ¢

189 paul Markussen, letter to DNRlarch 4, 1988. 201042, Box 1. DNRIAPC, WHS, Madison.

OWSTFF {GFNO1 P a2 tfSeS aNansduDSIpHetadBy 24,202 LIS 0SS 2y f

w1witnessedor Nonx A 2f Sy OSed ! / mnmc! &G{LISINI FA&GKAY3T LINRGSad®
Madison.

192KryegeE G LY RAlI ya aK2dZ R O2YLINRYA&ASXdE aléd yI mbypd

193Witnessegor NonViolencel 988 Witness ReportVitnessedor Nonviolence Records 198891, M92008, WHS, Madison.

194\VitnessedorNont A 2 f Sy OSo | / mnmc! & { LISA NINBFLI2ANIASY 32 FLINBNESES &G 20245 1 LANTYES am n
Madison.

w2 ISNE 2 2NIKAYy3AG2y 3T a2 A@hdaggrabhing Apdill14/ 1081, OF f YSNJ ¢ § SNA X ¢

196Dean Crik & { LIS | NJF A & KWayishu DatiHerald Apfl 1, Y994 f X £

WHEOEOSLII TFT2NJ Gg2 OFyOSttliAzya Ay (KECHRMayNBBIOE. LY RALY aLISENAYy3I 62\
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could not represent fithe
of the conservative populism that swept the nation in the
1980s. As far back as 1972 controversial Presidential
candidate George Wallagdentified a liberal conspiracy
directed by elitste nd t echnocrats.
of pseudointellectual government where a select, elite
group have written guidelines in bureaus and court

He

deci s'%®@oimgback toBrown v. Boardand then the
Earlcourt, wunelected
New Rightof ruling from the bench. To Crisind Peterson
and their followers, the Voiddecisionand Crabb
Decisions were just another example of the -@xension
of an undemocratic, elitist power.

The 1986 Star Lakmcident illustrated the
shocked reaction to feetis of helplessness and political
disempowerment felt by protestors. Some, like St. Germain
campground owner Diane
handedness in crowd contr ol
led to violence?®® When wardens screamed at thewds
to Aishut the fuck up, 0 as
words seemed to perfectly reflect the perceived relationship
small businessmen had with their government. But DNR
Secretary Besadny stood behingl Wwardens, explaining to
Sherren that his wardens were simply responding to the
tense situation. He urged compassion for law enforcement
noting that wardens
verbal abuse as a r¥éltsisurbet
thatat least one warden was hit by rocks and required
hospitalization for his woun®? It seemed to the not so
ASil entd Man otrhiet yl andi ngs
favoring the special interests of the minority. The same
feelingofsoc al | ed Areverse discri
debates in the late 1970s about bussing and the welfare
debates of the 1986 It was a difficult job for wardens to
protectthe spearers they were arresting only a few years
prior. Fred Maulsomemembered thanking an Ashland
County sheriff for protecting the LDF from protestors. The
sheriff responded, fAFuck
on t he ¢%Acknowledgingitiee reversal inherent
in the situationthe GLIFWCmade an effort to thank
George Meyeof the DNRfor protection at the end of the
1987 season: 0 We wer afternnte
pleasant and that officers frequently had to put up with not
only |l ong hours but verbal

of

199 George Wallacel972, quoted in Cowie, 5.

y o wvhich wds rejected*eQlaenmd@ Grablwas hiksedn g ,

t hat

p e dOprlhape i6 thaRsoeesvinete mhavn the limeayeur serdcesy  p

not be requirfdd as the)
The effect of a percegd unresponsive government
plagued Governor Thompsas he prepared for-eection.

wi ||

STA and PARRniemberis sould ble seenton televidion

nighttyca r yi ng signs reading fOr

landings?°® Anti-treaty organizers already managed to

force arecallof Eagle Rivers st ate assembl
Aacti vi s tHolpeindwhe mdattempteddo takecon thesreledlas by t h

mediator. It was the first recall in Wisconsin since 1932.

Vilas and Oneida County voters accused Holpehir

native son, of selling out Northwoods interests to interests

in downstate centers of the elite Left: Milwauleerel

Madison. Dean Crigaid of Holperin fiHe f |l atl vy
agai nst % 0émowats rushed twHolpedirs s i d e
as he battled an STéemberto keep his seat in Madison.

S h e r rDemocrati€¢ gutbetnatdridi eandidater Tdne Lofludpraiseda v y

Holgerinloa t Af s &t k eodp Ot tweh eing sSeo@
others (like ThompsQrseemed to be brushing it aside.

S MAkhougletimeywere msuccessfud in thehgeneral @élection, t h

they flexed their political muscle.

Stickers readiemrg omlod nvea e
pl aced on bumpers beside t hec
Dave Obey %’ A candidate on the wrong side could pay
the price and patience with Thompseas running out in

At he ms e lthe Blathwoas disredforts th enforcedishipgerégulations

weré feustratedibyn Judyé BambareeOnatsh. dfefleBal
ruling that treaty rights were unlimited. According to
Crabh the treaties allowed Indians to take up to 100% of

t h athe fishhinea lageaf theyrdeemes it apprepeate. Cilakib

Thompsorwith no cards to deal in the negotiation. With

mews that STAvasdreakiagsthroegh potice imés iniefforts
DeanCrisc al | ed dAci vil di sobedi e
called for the emergency closingaif lakes. The
MilwaukeeJournalrecommended activating the National
Guard?'® Thompson personally appeared before the

federal court to ask for an injunction against the spearers,
Thompsod s ai de and ALEC co
cried in frustration, f
candt act unle%’s the judge
¢ lo 1O€0; a& gubernagorial election year, after some
of the more violent episodes at the boat landings, Klauser

alafted &proposadto IpalseyGiiiwe teehty rightsrtoehant ande

200 Djane Sherren, letter to Carroll Besadny, May 11, 1987.-2d20Box 1. DNRNVAPC. WHS, Madison.
201 Carroll Besadny, letter to Diane Sherren, May 29, 1987.-2d20Box 1. DNRNAPC. WHS, Madison.

202w YSa .t Iyl Sy KSAY ® WisdonsidzNakuial RespurcéskVBigadidetaider, 19%9).
203See Cowie and McGirr.
04WSTFF {GFNDLE a2ttt SesS dNandu DalPHetadBy 21, Pa2 LISH OS 2y 1 154d¢

205 James Schlender, GLIFWEter to George MeyerDNRDirector of Enforcement, May 8, 1987. 26042, Box 1. DNRIAPC. WHS, Madison.

206 SAf { KAGSt & X AdKK2 ¥dila 2Milwadkeabéntiiel May 8,098R: 424 & = ¢
2075 2dz9 aStf 3 &t NE#EkdySDes: Glitaes i ConfidVaIBORRWSJ, 1990)9.
208 Mell, 19.

209 Bumper stickers, LPP, M204, WHS, Madison.

20 ¢AYS (2 O f Miwaudeélouink) May@ drd88LRSAL
211Gatz, 118.

212 Ghively, 12.
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fish for $50 million, hoping to finally settle the issue. An
intra-tribal organization of spearfishers known as the Wa
SwaGon Treaty Associatiogaw this as an attempt to set a
precedent that might be followed when Kladssr
associats began to take a closer look at the reservation
land?'3 Lac du Flambeau was undergoing the same
transformative economic pressure from national
corporations that white were squeezed by outside the
reservation. Tom Maulsasaw the propsal as an outrage,
even though he often previously argued that the state
should pay for the fish that the GLIFW&greed not to

spear. The $50 million would be paid out over ten years. It
amounted to $1@ per person per year. This was a

tempting offer to the reservation, which was suffering a
49% unemploymermate, and so the Tribal Council

approved the offer, pending a referendidtl.DF

President Tom Allenhopingfor a compromise that might

end bad publicity, assured the governor that the referendum
would be approved® To the surprise of Klausand

Allen, the WaSwaGon Associatiororganized the Indian
people, who soundly rejected the referendum. "We went
door to door, night and day, for weeks," reminisced
Maulsonof the campaig#ft® Indians carried signs on

el ection day which rea&d,
LDF Chairman Mike Allerdi dndét see $50
6trinket. d Despite

Maulson the idea did not come from Klauées
conservative AEC and WPRI operatives, but instead was
long touted as an option by the améaty grassroots. One
of hundreds of letters to the DNRat offered up the idea of
purchasing abrogation came from a frustratea hue r :
be willing to pay them off and have all equal and not this
b | a c k?Hahi Vote o sell the treaty rights failed 439 to
366. The governor reacted
moderates have |l ost, the
revenge.
Power did not really lie with the state, though.
Dean Cristwas partly right when he remarked to reporters,
fiThe federal legislature can change these treaties any time
t h ey ZWREederal political acdn, though, failed since
Congressmen from outside Wisconsin saw the whole affair
as a |l ocal controversy upon
political capital by taking a stand. Congressman Bruce
Sensenbrennattempted to force thrgin an abrogation

i

233+ 8SNE | yRI { SSNRDKGE NV &
3 p +2f RO 4! t &2

25DS2NHS | Saas8to68s

216\/old, 42.

217 | bid,

0S8 6SHLRYXZE
LI $ OMother AoNd4 & Nai I(Jati/Feb. H@of): 4.2 NJ { | f §3 ¢
NEH = fréaty CHsE:ACUIBrYs ineChnbigdadiSdn: Wistohsth Wtafeurnal, 1990)22.

bill which would have cancelled the ®L.8entury treaties
with the Ojibwe, but it fell flat and never made it to the
floor for debate??! The entire Wisconsin Congressional

mi n i n gdelegation sent letters to the Ojibwe urging them to cease

spearingappeal ing to Acommon dec
the right of others to share in the fish resource since not
doing so fithreatens the | i ve

note makes it clear that Congressmen would be keeping
track of whi c lthe gituafiob and whith n f | ¢
did not??2Walt Bresettesaw this as a threat that not only

was unfair, but that could never have been carried through,

considering the power of the
[that] letter, we would be imr i soned because
extortion and t haontesdedbéfaec k me

a meeting of the Green Paity19902%3

Charges of racism sink the movement

What the national New Rigldid, butanti-treaty
groups could not, was to transcend racism. One way
Ronald Reagawas able to build such a strong coalition
across was to move the country past the tumultuous race
debates that plagued the U.S. ro&htury by replacing it
with a rhetoricof equality and individualism which easily

A N Qlug§édin® thé tFraditibraleAméricah igeal. AltrRuyl the)
M iattempte@d © utifizé thi@ successful cebdind rhetoric,
t he asdus p iwhdt évéhiiallybfought @civll BPARR STAakdehe BT e s e

entire antitreaty movement was the way they seemed to
became mired in radeaiting that verged on violent riots.
News media from Chicagand Milwaukeehoned in on the
worst elements and amplified the worst examples at the
Prétests painting the situation at the launches as painfully
similar to the situation that plagued the American South in
the 1950s and 1960s. A reporter, &oprogressive

b yMilveagkEemeavSphperiod exdmpl@ roté df & FEARMRY
) L ~mi linMinacAua S fMGaEVgeu aWw a oy avads v chvee b |
tfi Tgheety owncen émo r &9 d i me thdunderurrén® bf haethindy n o r 24 Asdt appeared

the descent into outright racism worsened and was exposed
to the national media, any downstate and Chicago support
that existed melted awas2 Even at the start of the walleye
conflict, a 198MilwaukeeJournal poll showed 53% of
downstate Wisconsinites supported leaving treaty rights as
theywere, kompdied ¥ 21908netHE NéHh. Suppo# fér

MT @

218 Michael Speich, letter to John Wetzel, Migratory Bird Manager, Sept. 5, 198602Q180x 1. DNRIAPC. WHS, Madison.

290 920G YSNNE

221H.R. 2058, 101st Cong. (April 18, 1989.)

aShépheRi ExpdeKMEauked\bWi 16, 51989: 18.
20 yRNB g 7 KARBETAHKAY I NRARIAKG A& Rhlddedphia InqyirdAphNR D& NR

LYRAL yasé

222 Congressional delegation, letter to Chippewa Bands, undated, flioff@CMoving Beyond Argument: Racism and Treaty Rigftdanah,

WI: GLIFW@ublic Information Office, 1990): 7.
223Bresette 49.
24 0200 YSNNE 4.
225 Nesper Walleye Way 209.

T8 2N y3asS 2l O piephardExgréss (MiBvauksmay3@ 2990t iy R OK I NO2 | ¢

ER

Page [L9



'poster” w-sl‘o-nd Inan an.e River bar and aleo seen on car wiulamalh-llndinn.
ll'!aclﬂrnlﬂm associated with fHe protest of treaty rights,

SPE AR...

".‘0 l k

THIS "

Examples of racist communication during
the period 19881989.GLIFWMoving Beyond
Argument: Racism and Treaty Righ®anah, WI:
GLIFW@®ublic Information Office, 1990, 21.

the pushback from the urban
Left. They were not invested in
the community
s peak *Rrassure fomo
cities or international activists
or Senator Danidhouye who
urged calm after he toured the
area on behalf of the Senate, did
not matter to STA

If the governor saw
DeanCrishbs | eader shi |
abrasive obstacle, liberal
grassoots groups set their sights
on him as an obsolete racist.
Cristdid not feel he was on the
wrong side of history. He often
compared himself to Martin
Luther King all the while
praising KKK leader David
Duke. A Wh alwaqdséyink e
was the same stuff we have been

ano

abrogation in Milwaukeand Madison was
8%, and 30% in the Northwood&®

Troubling reports and thack of success by other
pro-treaty white%’ to make a change motivated downstate
liberals. Urged on by Ojibwe Green Paatstivist Walt
Bresetteto form the Witnesseer Non-Violence group
which sent busloads of University of Wisconsin college
students, pacifists, and Greens north to simply observe and
take notes and record protester activities at the spearfishing
sites starting in 1989 andmtinuing through 199228 The
WaSwaGon Treaty Organizatiocalled on supporters to
bring Acameras, camcorder s,
presence of nethreatening whites would calm the
situation??°i T h e r e effoets teescalate the boat
landing scene by being a countismonstration to the
protestors, o0 explained
native Rick Whaley fiWe brought n% si
Another downstate grqthe Midwest Treaty Network, led
in part by UW professor Zoltan Grossmareated a
nationwide network of treaty rights supporters. Their
efforts even got the attention of afgpartheid hero
Desmond Tutu who in 1988 urged Wiseimites to
approach each other with respgétDean Crisbrushed off

26D NB wdzYYASNE G¢ NBIF (e

211 A1S GKS 2NAFYyATLFLGAZY

228Rick Whaley

229 Anita Koser, Secretary of the WeavaD 2 Y ¢ NB | (i @
Nonviolence Records 198891,M92-008, WHS, Madison.

230 |bid.

Blzoltan Grossman a2 2 NI R A &
1990).

w2y {SStSe

233 |hid.

284 S358St0SNHS GINBMWO SY 58ty

B570ltan Grossmah a2 A A 02y aAAY

236 |pid, 124.

FYR WSTT

I 2 ¥y T MiwaukeeJoldt@kt! 18, 1988 R A 2 Y Y
a/ AGAT Sy a
G2 K BN S drhelCifc@uly SIAK)E 10.

hNBFYATFGA2Y X

s ayi ngtpolda réporters t

niltés 1ike he
STAIl i t e rPa0uked = . dmatpraaven put money
into the election of a local PARRember to the Wisconsin
attorney ¢ &eenwhileesgaging rhcistc e .
politicians like Duke PARRand STAborrowed from the
successful strategies of the civil rights movement, engaging
in sit-ins, forcing arrests, talking of themselves as victims
of apartheid, and attemptitg control their message in the
news media. Leadership was always aware of where the
news cameras and microphones were poiffinghey also
borrowed from the New Riglthanting patriotic slogans
aadrweving Aamerican flagys. Theymsawrthgrekldisdhe t h e
true Americans under siege, and their own government was
denying them their right to what was considered their
birthright: not only access to the natural resource that

has

Wi t n areant allivelinabdto theanrbwt aldd ackessaaiakresmnsive
ggavernmemi.o s |

ogans. 0

It was a calculated move at Big Arbor Vitae Lake
in1988forPARR s grand mar shal of
Hermening, a Wisconsin native and the youngest American
taken duringhe Iran Hostage Crisis. Hermening waved his
oversized flag from the bow of a fishing boat as he chased
spearers around the lake. Previously he had led the crowd

126 Al &0 NI
wA 3K { &ofsdn 1888 A OK g |

- &
o
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F2NJ ¢NBIFde

f SGGSNI 12 WFNRSoyRaZ ad:

6 GOKAY3AY Ay GSNYI GA 2Nelwd from ldeidh2oNdigvida SeBténtbef,3 T 2 NJ
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First Annual Indian Shoot

Jollawi emint was fu

i by bers of the St. Croix Band as weil as pinned
on the bulletin board aof Tomthstone Pum Medfard, Wisconsin,

TIME: Early spring, beginning of walleye nm
PLACE:  Northern Wisconsin lakes
RULES:

g’pe;lajﬂrwt, off hand position only, no scopes, no sling, no uipods, and no whiskey
t!

OFEN TO ALL WISCONSIN TAXPAYING RESIDENTS
Residents that are BLACK, HMOMNG, CUBAN or those on WELFARE, A.D.C., FOOD STAMI‘S,
or any other GOVERNMENT GIV'E-A-WAY are not cligibh (Don
discrimination, you'll have your own shoot later)

SCORING: WISCONSIN RULES APPLY. POINT SYSTEM WILL BE USED,

PLAIN INDIAN 5 POINTS
INDLAN WITH WALLEYES 10 POINTS
INDIAN WITH BOAT NEWER THAN YOURS. .20 POINTS
INDIAN USING PITCHFORK 30 POINTS
INDIAN WITH HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA ...cvoimise w50 POINTS
SOBER INDIAN 75 POINTS
INDIAN TRIBAL LAWYER 100 POINTS
{Does not bave to be spearing)

JUDGES: Governor Toramy Thompson, Rev. Jessc Jackson

PRIZES:  Fillet-O-Fish sandwiches and six packs of weary heer

SPONSOR: Scciety Helping Individual Taxpayers Own Nothing (Known s SHIT ON)
ENTRY BLANK:

T will artend shoot.
I will

will not be taking scalps.

Figure H: First Annual Indian Shoot flier, from GLIFWC. Moving
Beyond Argument: Racism and Treaty Rigtdanah, WI: GLIFWC Public Infc
Office, 1990, 21.

in a rendition of
saw themselves as hostages just Hieemening was in

Iran. Hermening was here to drum up support for his
campaign as a pfeeagarRepublican against longtime
Democratic Congressman David Oliey1 988238 PARR
protesters at Big Arbor Vitasere heard by Witnesses

Americans shoulddd o n t he 2$Emumitywas v e |
something everyone could get behind and the loss of
equality before the law seemed a much more important
stake than walleye or even tourism. Being at the landings
was the only way to access power for a working class
finding themselves more and more powerless to control
their situation. Jim Williquettethe Vilas County sheriff

who was no friend of the LI¥* and who was accused by
spearers of favoring protestors at landiryglained to

reporters, ARThese peopl e ar e
away, no one wd“4Wilduetted s e | i
comments mirrored those of Crighen Cristcompared
poweroftheppt est s to that oF Viet
Accusations of rock throwing were denied by Sheriff
Williquettewh o t hought that fAsome

to attr a®#DNRpbintman Geéoma Meger
reminded Witnessdhat it was not illegal to carry rocks in
boats?#®

STA and PARRactedmore to enflame its
supporters, but did not succeed to get their point across in
the media. Antitreaty groups were unable to or unwilling
to organize a pointed message. Protestors were left on their
own to make their opinions known. In doing so, many
desended into ugly racist rhetoyioften threatening
violence. They carried signs threatening to spear or shoot
Indians, carried Indian figures lynched or speared in effigy,

2 MMotest@® u nt rdgspite PARBs of nsheeepce that suc
movement back®*They chanted, fdAHey,
how are ya?0 mocking powwow

out around the lakes where spearing was taking ptage.
flier was alleged by the Ojibwe to appeairirbars and
restaurantsluring the 1989 season urged protestors to bring

telling spearers, fAWhen you fgegteatrimssd of itdre, Iy i ndrs Peetc
wel fare, o crudely ecWetfiareng t e ammer e Hpynatherdligr éeundbyOjibve in an
national Republican refraifp® Eagle RiveifTombstond®i zza announces an
This wasno6t about race, Bhegtcodawimel 6 p aongteanewhgeolld e at
about equality and equal access to resourcesd6STA ¢ 0 rack up the most points. ATr
founder Donald Longvas quot ed as savyi nmpstpomtE Mneqquaesy el aak gl and Hi gh
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28Hermening worked in the 1984 Reagant Y LJ- A 3y
returned home to Wis2 y a MiwaukeeJournalSentinel Jan. 17, 2011.
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241Williquette was sued by the tribe in 1986 for enforcing agdéimbling laws on the LDF reservation. BBE v. Williquette529 F. Supp. 689
(W.D. Wis. 1986) and in 1991 for violating Judge G@atf#01 injunction against those who aided in preventing Indians from exercising treaty rights. See

LDF v. STAt. al, 759 F. Supp. (W.D. Wis. 1991.)
1339 (W.D.Wis.1991).
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place of relativeacial harmony, struggled to contain the

political discord as students reflected the sentiments of their
a rbusinesdthatnmost pratestors claimed they were trying to

parents by we ar i-shigs ofpBoduEiagr
artwork depicting speared India#t$.

Some of the LDF at the landings responded to the
threatswith threats of their own and it seemed violence was
imminent. LDF spearer Gilbert Chapmiept a .357
magnum on his dashboard
PARR 0 He prea sinilarly wovded shirt as he
walked right into the middle of offeservation bars and
pulled down the antindian fliers?>* Chapmarfelt the
threats were empty and he reflected them right back at
protestors. When protesterseatipted to disrupt spearing
activities he bided the protestors to come forward, and
brandi shing his spear,
way i n, wai t??Bldrries of dctuapviolerice i t
always centered around rock throwing, which wisro
dismissed by law enforcement. Spearers claimed groups of
young men would often hide in the darkness and pelt them

bel dovara exidgrmr

a changef heart. People worried that such overtly racist
action might engender violence, hurting the very tourism

save. The image problem of the Northwoods was evident to
one Milwaukeeeporter who noted how a Woodruff

bartender took down artiieaty fliers and posters as
Chicagotourists filed in for beers. When asked about it, the
trreasstp ornedeed , i Frbek g o't
Witness leader Rick Whaleyrote in an oped published

by Milwauke&d s | eadi ng African Ame
racism was the biggest threat to tourism in the Northwoods.
il t i stredtylfoecesavhotcould prevent a successful
tourist season onhich both the Native and ndative
artists and businesaw®™peopl e

s ai d ,Statérhehts fsom dowristate leftists likéhWhsisfilchu r t s 0o

foometly.had been dismissed by Northwoods residents were
now taken serigsly. Kurt Krueged ¥ilas County News
Reviewtook a more New Rigtdapproach when iirged
protestors to organize an equafibcused rhetoriand de

with rocks or nails. On one occasion an explosive device escalate the conflitonbdyoel.
was found by sheriffédés police on the shore of St. Croix
Lake 253 Dean Cristfeeling that protestors were being G¢K2dzZ3K ¢S KI @S asSSy aridys:

treated unfairly by the press and the Left, issued a
challenge to the press, 0
tribal member who was hur
only oneshurt were STAme mb &% s . 0

The chaos of the 1989 and 1990 seasons worried
local businessmen, most especially in the Vilas county seat
of Eagle River The chamber of commerce here was having

I
t

E) 1oL

An example of a crit rtoon d

Wi sconsin state tourism motto,
as an ironic backdrop.Milwaukee SentinglApril 28, 1989.

Indians in both signs and some slurs being tossed

d e f opt frdmhthe arowds,at is bbvidusthgt theé majonya r d = a
or

df @dtestens have matiehaestariol basep ontegqublé t h
rights for all Americans; and foprotection of
sportfishing and tourism. We urge protesters to

lessen their racial overtones in the final week or so

of the spring spearing of spawning walleye, lest

their solid arguments in opposition to treaty rights

be written off by state and federabfficials as

NI OXRE Y dE

When the 1990 season rolled around and as
Witnessedor Non-Violence appeared with their recorders
and notebooks, STAeigned in the most violent protests.
PARRmeetings were held to better organize a coherent
message. It would be death to the movement to be lumped
in with memories of a violent, intolerant Deep South, as
Rick Whaleywas tryirg to do in any Milwaukeaewspaper
that would publish him. During their annual rally in
Minocqua antitreaty rank and file showed some discipline
and declined to talk to reporters except about saving
walleyefort hei r fichil dr e#Thend
Witnesseslerided Governor Thompsérslaims during a
debate with his Democratic opponent in the 1990 election
t hat t hatte sytesa riidwse rper onot r aci

gr a

204 { (i dzR Sy (m@ foravBaying arf@2LJS I NJ Astahd\IVIiDady Predday 5, 1989.

251 Nesper WalleyeWar, 123
252|pid., 124.

253Witnessedor NonViolence 1990 Witness Repdi¥itnessegor Nonvidence Records 1988991, M92n ny X

device found at St. Croix Lakéshland (WI) Daily Predglay 6, 1989.
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editor of the Witnesses 9 9 0 Report asked
Wallacewas congratulated just because African Americans
were no longer lynched publically by the KL K x K |
PARRandSTA t he pamphl et
hi di ngo ¢95beriff Willlgzetter venal it was

alleged by Witnesses colluded with Crist to kdeppress

an?o
argued,

i f af GBGaSBMY hopSS] 2F o6SAy3I | &
going home. Spearing is not the issue. | have had

an uneasy feeligp about the Northwoods for some

WSt e merneldyR20t dKINdYISNI L«
odzf f R21 S5 Odzi R2g6yé | GGAGdz
speed, machines, and light. You are destroying the

from the boat landingsyas furious at the media coverage, b2NIKg22Ra YR YIF{Ay3a GKS 1
AReporters donét know what the»®hell theyb6re talking abo
to say these nice people are racists. o Could a crowd be
considered racist, the sheriff argued, if calgandful were Member s of Mi Ichapterlveee 6 s P
making racist comment¥? call ed Apuppets in redneck

Protest leaders saw the accusations of racism as canned beer an-teathreigbdars®Bsy t h e

political redirection by an owdf-touch Left, but the
damage was done. During the 1990 gubernatorial elections
Governor Thompsogaw the graseots antitreaty groups
less a political base and more a political liability. The press
bashed the alliance Thompsweas so eager to build four
years prior. AThe
public support, have tried toaak themselves in symbols
of the civil rights
article pressuring candidate Thompsomlisavow his ties
to the movement, ABut they
fire gunshotsnto the air, and ram boats of Chippewa
fi shermen. d She chided the
i T h o mpas anmopportunity to prove himself worthy of
the office he holds by abandoning his alliance with these
t er r dtHeedingstheedo | umni st 6s
easier as numbers at the boat launches dwindled from the
hundreds to the dozens in the coming years.

Even more troublesome was the ewamning
support from sport fishermen in Chicagiod Milwaukee
who had always been an important funding source for the
anti-treaty movement. Many Chicagoasen showed up at
boat landings, where lllinois license plates were not an
uncommon sight®? But the racial accusations saw
Chicagoasslipping away from the movement. A Chicago
Heights resident who came north to protest was motivated
by his love for #fAthe
promised to never return or spend the $3000 he skt asi
for his annual trip. He wrote a warning to thekeland
Timesthat confirmed the worst fears of the Northwoods
chambers of commerce: @l
feeling. | want to warn people of this area, you have a very
dangerous, measpirited ra&ism just below the surface of
y our ¢ o miffide puthis inger an the pulse of the
probleminaheavip anded

movement

adirestlp acdused AW and Matil&ah f

downstate support eroded, PARR sent letters to lapsed
members begging for renewals and financial supdbrt.

The money stopped flowing north when after a federal
probe was initiated to investigate formal accusations of hate
crimes. Bailing protestors out of jail was one thing, but

protest or sheing brothe Gicdk for dagnsigeshaybnd that éansdd reyional

allies to shrink away ahdisappear.

, 0 Adtiee ingestihationsconsnued Wid thé BB @ n a
collected information from his neighbors, Dean Crist
amul lbyitrid e
I ndi o f condideredremptyg u p

anso and

g a\cd ran o ra rgmudneenn ;e d fhaa rt aacrkti ing

arguing thtolfdcd sr,®p Crrtiestt. i
term atiiggleerd® used more than

advi clepeakshu | d hhee?SfiThecantitreaty groups

redirected accusations of racism to the federal
government 6s I ndian policy
di sempowered and attached
frustrating to see Indians wholly rely on welfare whiesyt
have t he adtpinddjpaintirghimself tiertries t
defender of racial equality and Indian rigPfts.

In the same interview Cristaimed that the Native
American race did notcultuoreal |
isdead, nore x i st e % Seeing Indiaas.a® merely a
historic people, Crist fell right in line with the tourists who

t

beaut i fvigited the VESvEGom Bowlferfpdwwows. Wile sopru s t

blindness may seem a logical way to ensure d@guwahong
people regardless of race, it actually leads to the
entrenchment of institutional racism. Research by

a m psyeheloyist Ste@phdnie Brgbyrg sows that Iadiassi ¢ K

fidi sappe a-bliad society. Zheyapeleither pinned
to their historical identities,at allowed to be modern
people with modern problems that need to be addressed, or

ifl atl ander O theywaretnot Seén avai B colblind society, Fryburg

259Witnessedor NonViolence 1990 Witness Repdititnessedor Nonviolence Records 198891, M92008, WHS, Madison.
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concluded leads to advantages for whites and disadvantages James Doyle, Jr,

for Amerinds?7°

Denying the Indiamessof the LDF was a
common argument in PARBWd STAc i r c | es .
di luted blood Indians are
they make a mistake, o0 said
newslette’! The Lac du Flambeau band was not only
culturally whitewashed by federal efforts in the 1920s, but
also included a vé&ilyodmalol
Indians?2Tom Maulso® s et hni city was
protestors who saw hypocrisy in the way he wore a feather
in his AWalleye Warrioro
Indian leader. Maulsédns f at h e-knownd@0% a
white roofer. He was a wieknown Lakeland High School
basketball star to mo%iAt
boat landings, ridicule often centered on his and other

concluded that fith
Il i ti gat epedple af Widcorsih dreetired of fighting
with each other. o0 Doyl e ur ge

i | f notv hpetcstiee State and all the people of Wisconsin to build
u oinn g haentraed arii som sahs pa wtea chtaiveeé
Tassdciatrs ke the Gommiteee diteRtdhding that was

led by Boulder Junctionhairman Jeff Longmeant to
reach out to the LDF and calm racial tensi®fighe

rGlLIRVidGresponded bfi lbwerimbag limits for speared
ovfatl d re ytelse btya rOg e tbh waef?®a s

fifa t ok

Despite the compromise that his group helped to

b a daech, déah Cristantmped & thobaten bis bégdjoverrsmerd n
we lehemi

e s . béttériyet Keldd Relmets from the
National Guardvhen they come back because | think the

| ocdlask,e sn atr eare xltmmceimerd yA dhaingfe.r @ L

the ice was thawi on t he |

ng

I ndiansdé racial aut hent i ci t yreefirg toeeypecaubésne areallot ¢f whagckdsews | i k e
ATommy Mauwl swhn t epeanatmedishamslon t h e?!Anadonymously produced flier circulating in
away h &*Accarding to anttreaty groups, rights |l ocal bars urged readers to

granted by treaty to fulblooded Indians could not be
exercised by those of mixed race. This argument was made
before Judge Crabdifter LDF sued Dean Ctiand STAfor
violating an injunction she made in 1991 against any
person who prevented the free exercise of treaty rigfhts.
Judge Crabliound these claims meritless since thetiesa
were made between existing political entities and not
races?’® Historian Larry Nespemade the argument that it
was not race, but the exercise of treaty fishing rights that
defined Indiamessfor the LDF and sp&ed a cultural
renaissance in the 19893.

In March of 1991, after almost 17 years of
deliberation and several rulings, Judge Crabbtogether
the final word in thee.COv. DNRcase. She reversed her
previous 1989 decision that spearers could take 100% of a
harvest, and fAto
capped the Ojibwe take on any lake to 50%. She ordered
that Ojibwe spearfishers maintain the GIWC to regulate
fishing by Indiang.’® Thompson having won reelection in
1990, seeing every path exhausted, and wanting to be rid of
the issue, admitted defeat and recommend&d3Aand
PARRdOo likewise. A statement made by attorney general

200 G SLIKEFYAS CNEOdzNAE

21 PARRssug(Winter/Spring, 1989), LPP, M2D4, WHS, Madison.
212Danziger, 150.
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which also advocated the use of firearms claimed nothing
will happen dAunti |l 2%2heffLongh ol ¢
was becoming a leader of the many businessmen tired of
the heated tone, fAWe have 1t
people who make such outrageous, threatening
stateffent s. 0

An LDF civil rights lawsuit lodged against STIA
1991 would be theend of Dean Coit pol i t i cal
the Northwoods. Judge Crabbls i nvesti gati or
activities at the boat landings were aided by reports and
recording made by the Witnesdes Non-Violence and by
the GLIFWG which collected photos and recordings of its
own. Crabkdisbanded the group and classified their actions
atthe landings as federal hate crimes. Membership records
were ordered to be purged and protestors moved on to deal

p mav emts , for ughtthe ahallermes oflthg changimg econo@gstbacked

down as he appealed the injunction against iilR.e o p | e
dondét know going to the boat
a reporter at a peaceful 1992 angiaty rally in Minocqué s
Torpy Park. He hoped to focus his efforts on his business
and on other protestdmedhod:
serve a pur?Oristhas sincewritten te/o 0
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works of fiction, which amount to an agfovernment universe in Vilas and Oneida Counties, as it once seemed to

manifesto. In 2011 he was arrested by the state of be.

Minnesota for not paying tolls at a federally controlled This is why when miningnterests descended on
internationabridge as a matter of principle. He told a the area, as Walt Bresefieedictal they would during the
Minocquareporter covering his 2011 arrest that there is a Walleye Wars, the environmental threat once again inspired

Aitrend for aggressive memberforani daddiee tgy atses rmart isp wlpgptoes i
many for the ®®enefit of a f dhreatdothe environmental amenities from mining runoff,
increased traffic and rodulilding, and accompanying

Epilogue: A Counterintuitive Alliance deforestation were not lost on the working class small
While the fishing issue continued to raise concerns  business owners struggling to grasp new realities and to
well into the 2% century, the legal framework provided by transform their economic situation. But even more, they

Crabbés rulings made conf r onasigtedanthes energachmenteon their rightitormgrsigea  t
of the past. Soon chambers of commerce led by moderates their own affairs.

like Jeff Longwere able to convince the public that the Research was oducted by grassroots groups like
confrontations were a much bigger threat to tourism than the Wolf Watershed Educational Project (WV)HEBunded
spearfishing. Processes likerrigrationand rural in 1995 by Ojibwe and Menominee Amerinds working in
gentrificationcontinued to transform the Northwa® tandem with small business owners, sffistiers, and
economy, but a more diverse tourism industry evolved downstate environmentalists. They found thatemiraste
serving paddlers, runners, bikers, cross country skiers, would fill the Northwoods waters with acidic sulfides and
snowmobilers, and nature enthusiasts as well as those heavy metals including arsenic, destroying fisheries and,

interested in fishing and hunting. A more upscale clientele  potentially, make water undrinkabt While new mining
began comingtotheareaancth e age of t he fobypseesmed bythednining companies like Exand

bl oodo tourists seemed to b eennecatdbe aVauabie cagot fardmpeverigheconhitas d
throughout Northern Highland State Forast boutique and Amerinds, there was predictable resistance to what
stores selling art replaced the small shops selling lures and  would end up being a revolutionary economic

outboard motors®® One of these boutique stores, a jewelry transformation and the potential end of the tourism

shop founded in Boulder Junction1997 in the midst of industry. People were not ready to go back to the
this transformation, bear s tdéssudue extractivenegonomy inal leffittre desthwoeds u r e
reference to the fishingentered past in a town that still with vast wastelands of stumps a century prior.
celebrateusky Days every August. Other towns have Although the center of the struggle over mines
developed new festivals like Colorama (which features laid fifty miles to the east and west of Vilas and Oneida
wine tasting and crafts) and the Pig in the Pines Ribfestto ~ Counties, many of the same characters from the Walleye
attract tourists. The LDF band built the profitable Lake of Wars appeared in the mine debates that took over the
the Torches Casino as the treaty rigissue settled in the political scene from about 1993 to 2003, but alliances had
mid-1990s in an effort to tap into the new economy. Many shifted. Interestingly, when mines were proposed in areas
of these efforts have been in the effort of extending the that saw relative peace during the Walleye War years, they
tourism season. saw little opposition. A fime in Ladysmith was opened by
As resorts closed or were sold off tenmigrants, a Kennecott inl998 despite DNRopposition and LCO
few historic resorts like the Woodlands in Pluake and efforts to block its construction. Walt Bresetetermined
White Birch Village in Boulder Junctiosaw heavy re that Awhere you dondntiankave |
investment in the mid to late 1990s, often from downstaters | 0 s*® Bubin areas where spearfishing debates were
and lllinoisang®” They maintain the housekeeping intense, so was the opposition to mintftyndians near the
traditions that once domaed the region, but many have proposed Crandon mirveere able to build unity with local
implemented upgrades like satellite television, telephones,  whites, oth groups feeling the waters to be hallowed, even
and wifi that would have been unthinkable excess in the if it was for different reasons.
fishing camp era. Despite the many changes, nature is still Lessons learned during the Walleye Wars proved
the top amenity and tourism is still the numbee o vital in preserving the tourism economy in the face of these
business, but fishing is not the center of the economic multinational mining interests. Midwest Treaty Network

855862NF K . SR2ff X daAiAyySaziaf {/ 2cd:NNERBGH Tisl dpfR%f2611.1 OOSLIia / NR &l
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http://www.whitebirchvillage.com/discover/whewe-are (accessed April 1, 2015.) The Woodlands are owned by a pair from downstate Hartland, WI, and
Park Ridge, IL, and White Birch Village is owned by a Rockford, IL, family.
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founder Zolta Grossmairfelt that the political

confrontation over walleyes in the late 1980s educated both
Indians and rural whites. Indians learned how to build and
sustain a grassroots movement in the tddeeated

opposition, while rural whites learned to respect the
Amerinds as worthy political ageri.In fact, the most

vocal treaty rights advocates like Tom Maulson became
key players and the people most able to build bridges into
the rural white commuity.?°2 Former antitreaty whites, all

too well, knew the strength of the tribal government as a
political unit that outranked agencies like the DNR
controlled by Governor Thompsamd his to@dvisor,

former mining executive James Klaus&Eventually

Amerind tribes were able to secure not only the land
targeted by the mines, but also one of the mining
companies itself. Mining groups accused the WVGEP
Afhig@ning people, 0 as they
to acquire s oc*dHe oderwheling e
and organized opposition stunned the industry and forced
state assemblymen to push through a mining moratorium
bill in 19972°°Rick Whaleywa s n 6 t
alliances. He hoped in the midst of the Walleye Wars that
the mining controversy would reunite Northern
Wisconshites against a common enedi§With every

effort blocked by fierce grassots opposition, the governor
was forced to sign the bill that would force mining
companies to prove proposed mines would not pollute the
environment?®”

Conclusion

What the Crandon controversy illustrates is just
how effective grassroots political orgaations can be
given the right communication strategies and leadership.
The mining controversy saw the building of the kind of
coalition that the antireaty leaders like Larry Peterson and
Dean Crist were unable to build, despite their best efforts to

reflect the backlash arguments and political concerns of
their disempowered followers. While they had numbers
which should have afforded them political power, they
were unable to follow through with success in even local
elections in which they had a stakéeTonly politician in
power that they had influence with, Governor Tommy
Thompson, eventually cast them aside.

Although proponents of the ariteaty movement
attempted to tap into a moral code (namely, the New Right
color-blind, individualistic, and equity -driven rhetoric of
the Reagan Revolution), they were unable to gain political
traction with people from outside Northern Wisconsin and
from outside their socieconomic class. Since these
outsiders controlled the economy of the region, the
movement fded quickly in the wake of media reports
depicting a descent into ugly racism. This narrative, cajoled

| by mrddreatly groupscakd justified byhaetions at thenpaotest |
tsites, capsed oatsiders, who could have aideeraatiy
reasonabl e

efforts, to cast aside demonstrate 6
about economic opportunity, political power, and equality

sur pr i s e dbefare thda ldweln theg@stvil rights era, rock throwing,

taunts, and threats of violence could lead nowhere but a
pariah status. Eventually the weakened-aatity

movenent was shut down by order of the federal courts and
by a desire for moderation by the same small business class
that founded the movement. When PARR and STA lost
their grip on the moral high ground, they lost the Walleye

P.A.R.R.

. PROTECT AMERICANS RIGHTS & RESOURCES

A bumper sticker from thearry Peterson PaperﬁNHS Madison.

SEE YOU AT THE LANDINGS
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(Left) 15 yearold LDF spearer, Lyle Chapman on the Turtle Flowagen
2011 wausau Daily Herald photograpfRight) Regional map of communities

with townships and majorlakes from fABuying Proper
Realty. http://www.eliasonrealigom/buyingproperty [Accessed March 20, 2015.]

Timeline of Selected Events

1600s French Jesuit explorer Paul le Jeune observes
Ojibwe spearfishing.

1837 Treaty of Saint Peters, first cession.

1842 Treaty of La Pointe, second cession.

1878 The State of Wisconsin bans spearfishing.
1880s1890s The lumber companies come and go, leaving

stumpland in their wake.
1908 In Statev.Morrin Wi sconsinds hig
claims treaty abrogation upon statehood.

1910s1940s Birth of the resort industry in the form of Spartan

fishing camps as agricultufails.

1920s Bureau of Indian Affairs launches failed
agriculture project at LDF.

1924 Snyder Act grants citizenship to all American
Indians.

1927 The WCO is created to oversee flora and fauna in
Wisconsin.

1934 BIA director John Collier acknowledgedlF

claims for off reservation fishing rights.

1953 Congress adopts a policy of
1968 The Wisconsin DNR is established.
1974 Two LCO brothers arrested for poaching. The

band sues over the arresti@O v. Voigt
1975 Inspired by Nixon, the Indian Sdlietermination

Act is enacted.

. Watersmeet
o Fresaue Isle Watersmeet -

ko MIC|HIG AN
Wikdermess |I " .

: 5 Land O' Lakes
1 _Manitowish Waters Land Oy akBs ™ °f

Boulder g Boulder Junction

43 Junction
\\_ i Plum Lake I

. Horth Twing Phialps
fois o Star Lake ®Conover .F'l- u
1 Conpver elps
VILAS COUNTY |
g La¢ du Flambeau & Sayner ) "'.I @ Ailvin
g Woodrff— ._?I.G_ermain Tk —\1-" Butternul
C ‘M!Ijocqua_ Rainbaus I | ‘-.|r:‘r|uu-o|’_uu.--. FOREST
/- Woodff joyold . Sugar Caip | | COUNTY
Minogua ‘ % Lake Tomahawk [ g Three Lakes
Hazelhurst | "1|"'St e Hiles
ik Haz '!l st Lake Sugar Camp . ', iles Argdne
ONEIDIACOUNTY A Hiles
| Gassian Pine Lake | Stella Pieh H
) |
Little | &
Lo F\IIC:.T \  thinelander
thhe | - : Monjo
Nakoryi Monica
Makcenis ——
p— { Schoepke
f Enterprise FelicanILalce
1979 Doyle Decisiorthat Ojibwe are not exempt from
state fishing laws i CO v. Voigt
19751987 The period of steep imigration by exurbanites
from downstate and Chicago.
1980 Ronald Reagan elected President.
1983 Voigt Decisionby the U.S. Court of Appeals,

rejects 1979 Doyle Decision, confirms treaty
h Cour t rightsto fishin ceded territory.

1983 GLIFWC is established by the bands of Ojibwe
to manage hunting and fishing.

1985 PARR formed to protest treaty rights.

1985, April The first managed Ojibwe spearfishing season
meets resistance, peaking\airth Twin Lake

1986, May A huge PARR rally is attended by dozens of LDF

who later break their bag limits Star Lake
violent confrontations ensue in response.

1986, Nov. Tommy Thompson elected over sitting governor

Tony Earl, pledges to abrogate treaties.

1987, April Intense riofat Butternut Lakeboat landing.

1987, August Crabb Decision, Judge Crabb rules that Ojibwe
have a treaty right to 100% of fish wherever and
whenever theyplease.

1988 Dean Crist forms STA and Treaty Beer is brewed

to promote the group.
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1988, May Hermening leads emotional protest8at Arbor She also puts out an injunction against anyone

Vitae Lake who gets in the way of spearers.

1989 Midwest Treaty Network and Witnesses for Non 1991, Summer LDF sues STA and Dean Crist for abusing their
Violence organize training while STA launches civil rights. A federal investigation leads to the
concree walleye decoy contest. breakup of STA.

1989, May 5 Emotional and violent protests Btout Lakeand 1992, April PARR holds a peaceful rally in Minocqua but

Nokomis Lake does not meet protestors at boat landings.

1990, April A calmer season, maybe due to Witnesses for 1993 Ladysmith mine opens despite objections by the

Non-Violence presence. LCO and neighbors in Hayward.

1989, Oct. Tribal Council Resolution 369 to lease treaty 1996 Oct. The Minocqua Wamart opens, capping off an

rightsfor $50 million rejected by the LDF. era of rural gentrification.

1990, Nov. Holperin recall fails and Tommy Thompson re 1998, April Gov. Thompson signs the mining moratorium bill

elected Governor. into law, shutting down ther@ndon proposal.

1991, March Judge Crabb reverses 1987 ruling and decides 20112013 Spearing controversies bubble up again as
that I ndians are entitled to 50 %GRWCapsbag knetdand tlieiDNmlowers

theirs.

Abbreviations

AIM American Indian Movement

ALEC American Legislative Exchange Council

BIA United State8ureau of Indian Affairs.

DNR WisconsinDepartment of Natural Resourcesenforced hunting laws since 1967.

ERFE Equal Rights for Everyone, a grassroots antieaty organization active from 1986

GLIFWC Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission

LCO Lac Courte Oreilles, a band of the Lake Superior Chippewa with a reservation near Hayward, WI.
LDF Lac du Flambeau a kand of the Lake Superior Chippewa and/or their reservation in Vilas Co., WI.
LPP ThelLarry Peterson Papers a collection related to PAR&d ERFEhoused in the WHS.

NAPC Native American Policy Correspondencea collection of records held at the WHS Archives, Madison, WI.
PARR Protect Amer i cans 0,aRrasgrbotssintreaty grouRledsio pant, byd arry Peterson
STA Stop Treaty Abuse- Wisconsin an aggressive grassroots gngiaty organization headed by Tom Crist
VCNR Vilas County NewsReview, newspaper published in Eagle Riveéfl.

WARR Wisconsin Alliance for Rights and Resourcesactive in 1984 and based in Superior, WI.

WCD Wisconsin Conservation Departmentenforced hunting laws from 1927 to 1967.

WHS Wisconsin Historical Society

WPRI Wisconsin Policy Research Institute

WSJ Wisconsin State Journa) a newspaper published in Madison, WI, and distributed-gtate.
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