Debate the question:

Where did the Amerinds come from?

Point 1: All Amerinds come from ancient nomadic people who crossed over the Bering Land Bridge around the last Ice Age.

Use these points and other evidence to defend your position. Listen for further directions from Mr. Plencner.

· Current DNA evidence of Amerinds from North & South America suggest a founding population of only 80 individuals.

· During the Ice Age, seawater was trapped in ice form over the continent. This ice lowered sea levels to a point 200 feet below what it is today. This would expose a land mass 1000 miles wide connecting Siberia to Alaska, the Old and New World. 

· Scientists drilled into the ocean below the Bering Strait, taking cores of earth and found that there was oxygen levels in the ground that show it was exposed to the air.

· Nomadic people of Siberia and Northern Asia chase deer and musk oxen through the ice even today. They are nomadic. They make their homes wherever big game is found.

· Game during the Ice Age included mammoths, giant sloth, reindeer, musk ox, etc.

· Ancient arrowheads of similar shape are found all over North America. They were first found near Clovis, NM, and the culture associated with them are called the Clovis people.

· The Clovis arrowheads show that they are made for big game like buffalo and are similar to tools used by nomads in Siberia.

· The Inuit (Eskimo) people are found both in America and Eurasia today and live traditionally as nomads hunting seal and fish. Their culture is similar to other arctic groups.

· Mythology of the Pueblo nation & Aztec Empire states that they came from the north. This is also recorded in some Algonquian myths.

· Ainu people of Japan are very similar to Amerind groups found on the Pacific Northwest. Totem poles, songs, styles, etc.

· The Ice Age was 15000 years ago.

· Today’s Inuit cross great distances of ice by sled.

· Some carbon dating has been messed up by the introduction of modern materials in scientific samples.

· Some fruits and vegetables are able to float across the ocean. People do not need to bring them.

· Evidence of earliest settlements along coast were buried under the sea when the Ice Age ended and water poured into oceans.

· There is no consistent date for the watercraft theory.

Debate the question:

Where did the Amerinds come from?

Point 2: Some Amerinds come from ancient people, attempting to find a niche, who crossed the ocean on boats.

· The last Ice Age was 15000 years ago. Radiocarbon dating of bones and artifacts found all the way in South America find that people were present there about 5000 years before the land bridge could have existed.

· These people from the South American Pacific did not eat big game like buffalo and mammoths, but hunted turtles and fish and ate squash and mushrooms.

· It is known that Australia was populated 40000 years ago and there was no land bridge. It is assumed that these people island-hopped by boat.

· The islands of Hawaii and the Pacific were populated by Asians and Australian natives arriving by boat.

· These early Americans (who arrived by boat) may have been killed off by the Clovis people who later came from the land bridge.

· Even the Ainu arrived in Japan by boat. Why not America?

· Inuit and Eskimos were found as far south as San Francisco, California, in recorded history traveling by kayak.

· During the Ice Age, there was not enough land to support a population. It was all ice and snow.

· There is evidence that the Inuit arrived in America in 1000 and they insist they are not related to American Indians. DNA evidence ties them closer to Asians of northern Russia.

· 1000 years is not enough time for Clovis Man to make it all the way from Alaska to the tip of South America.

· Olmec statues appear to be African and African plants have been found in South America. There is some evidence that Chinese explorer Zheng He may have reached South America.

· The people of Papua New Guinea and the Pacific islands are known to traverse great distances of ocean in mere canoes. Japanese fishermen drifted to Hawaii over one thousand years ago.

· The land bridge theory is racist in that it assumes non-Europeans were unable to sail the oceans. 

· Charcoal found in Georgia was dated to 50000 years ago.

· Common reactions to common geography explain the similarities between Inuit and others of the North.

· People lived along ice at shore. Bella Bella Indian myth recounts: "In the beginning there was nothing but water and ice and a narrow strip of shoreline"
