The Future of Europe and this class...





I am stil working on potential field trips and guest speakers to visit from time to time. We will have videos and time to debate and work on our research projects.





Let's Make History Now...





This can change a B into an A, a C into a B, and a D into a C easily. Making history is really like a super DBQ, eh?





Why not just watch movies and shoot the breeze? Because you are still in school and I want you to put to use all you have learned so you won't just have memorized everything for some stupid test.





Rationale: History is made every day by people who often go nameless. When we discuss topics like massacres and migrations and the numbers add up, we tend to forget that each person had a specific reason for why they did something, a specific motivation personal to their experience. We remember martin Luther, but forget the converts who made the history happen. Each had their reasons. We remember Napoleon Boneparte, Jozef Stalin, and Adolf Hitler, but forget the people living in their crosshairs. These are important stories. History's meaning and its impact on the future can be found in the perspective of the individual people who become the collective rudders of the ship of time. (Poetic, eh?) 





Why now?:  This is meant as a summative project that will wrap up all your knowledge of European history and give you perspective on Europe's future. It is also meant to give you practice doing the work of a historian, since this is the top hsitory class available. I hope to introduce your projects to a European audience this summer and perhaps to a European classroom of your peers.





Who does the work? You may work in groups made up of 2 or 3 or by yourself. Your grade will be based somewhat on the output per member. Be careful about who you pick as partners, although working with others is a good way to get the variety of work needed done in a good amount of time. EXCHANGE E-MAILS and phone numbers. 





Find a mystery and solve it! Look for controversy or disagreement. Find something not mentioned very often in the history books. Have something to say. Propose a theory or thesis and prove it. No historian in his/her right mind would put out a bunch of information without direction and something to offer the learning community. Simply collecting information is not making history. To make history you must analyze material and evaluate it, as well as collect it.





Citations Galore!: Be sure to cite every last thing you take in to reprocess from somewhere else. This includes written materia of all sorts, videos, audio, interviews (that you perform), etc. A true historian, like a scientist, explains their tracks so that others may give it a shot and arrive at the same or a similar place. This adds great strength to your argument.





Requirements: 


• At least one interview with a European or former European. (This should be tape recorded and converted to digital audio or video so that accuracy is preserved. I will help you, if you do not know how to create *.mpeg files or *.mp3 files.) If done over e-mail or chat or if unable to provide a digital file an illustarted transcript is required in *.doc format. I am in the process of building an inventory of potential sources for your project. If you have anyone willing to help I would appreciate you letting me know about them.


• Some sort of self-guided field trip. There are ethnic cultural centers all over Chicagoland and experts in every field that can be talked to. Photos should document this trip. 


• Primary sources. Essential to any real history writing. These can be found in various libraries or even over the Internet in some cases. These range in anything from written word to actual artifacts.


• Secondary sources. Include well cited secondary sources when absolutely necessary to reflect historical context. Try to use primary sources as much as possible though. 





The final project: You have two options that are equally time consuming. Note that none of them are papers, persay. 





Online museum: Your project will be presented in a website museum format so that I can publish it on my website www.splencner.com . We will submit our work to the general public and see if we get cited one day. 


Documentary Video: A video submitted digitally on file that is at least 15-20 minutes in length.





Directions: Below are listed major themes and ideas, but these are not meant to limit you, only provide you with directions you could head. Please have your topic ready for me by the date and time indicated. You can change it anytime through consultation with me. Plan on these sorts of last minute changes in direction. 





Conflict & Consequences


Discuss the consequences of war and conflict in post-modern Europe by talking to Europeans and 





Recent wars that involved European combatants include those in the Balkans (1990s), the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1980s), UN missions to Africa and MidEast (1970s-90s), World War II (39-45), the Falkland War (82), etc.





Recent conflicts include the Solidarity Movement (1980's), conflicts surrounding the Iron Curtain ('45-'89), the French Youth Riots ('68), the French-Muslim Riots ('06), terrorism in Spain, the power vacuum at the fall of Franco ('75), activities of the IRA (1970s), MidEast interventions in Iran and Palestine ('39-'67), etc.   





Europe's Future


In a general sense answer the question Where is Europe heading? Then get more specific. Get a grasp on Europe's future by talking to Europeans and seeing where they stand on international issues and, most importantly, how you see their history playing into this.





Potential topics:


• The riots in France and Euope dealing with immigration from the MidEast and Africa. You may want to talk to Muslim groups and people living in Europe today.


• The fall of Nationalism in Western Europe. Problems surrounding the surrender of national identity and the EU. The Turkey problem? World War II?


• U.S. - European relationships. What do real Europeans think of us? Look in newspapers, talk to people. Issues may include the death penalty, war in Iraq, economics, moderate socialism, etc.





20th Century Euro-Migration


Migration from Europe to the U.S. and elsewhere has changed over the years in many ways. Recent debate has focused on immigrants from Latin America, but immigration from Europe remains a strong force. Chicago hosts a veriety of immigrants and has large enclaves of foreign-born Polish, Bosnians, Russian Jews, Greeks, Ukrainians, Serbians, Irish, Croats, and Albanians. Chicago also has smaller populations of Latvians, Germans, French, British, Italians, Czechs, and Lithuanians. This makes Chicago a prime location in the U.S. For doing this sort of research.





Migration since the start of World War II has often been the result of war and deep economic depression. This direction would have you talking to immigrants and recording their stories, stories that often go untold.





Factors to Consider: 


• life in Europe – What was daily life like in Europe? How did their government affect the decisions they made or were forced to make? What do they think of the contextual history and zeitgeist that surrounded them?


• the push/pull factor – what led them to move, what made them choose to leave their original country and move specifically to America


• the journey – what kind of problems encountered, where there stops along the way, how long were these stops


• the beaurocracy – what sort of process did immigrant have to go through in original country and new country


• new experiences – how did experiences in their new home differ from what they new, adjustments, first jobs and living arrangements


• perspective on modern Europe and the U.S. - What criticisms do they have that we can learn from?





It is important to include the historical context of 





Angles: There are many creative ways to tell these stories.





European Emigration Since WW2


• people trying to escape Nazi persecution (especially Slavic and Jewish populations)


• people avoiding the restrictive policies of the Soviet bloc


• people who are running from war and disorder in the Balkans


• people looking for a better livlihood (especially from Ireland, East, & South)





Target Locations: United States, Canada, Israel, Argentina, Great Britain, Australia 





Where to go?


• friends and family often know people with interesting stories or have stories themselves


• neighbors can be excellent resources





TIME MANAGEMENT OUTLINE





May 8/9 Pick partners, discuss a direction and begin collecting sources. (Start with 2ndy sources.) Think of potential places to find primary sources and interviewees.


May 11/12 Focus your direction and continue collecting sources. (May I recommend the index card method?) By May 12, have a direction approved and begin focusing on it. Continue thinking of potential sources. And make an outline of where you want to head.





May 15/16  Collect secondary sources and look for your field trip. We may have a research day at NEIU this week so come prepared. Look at other online museums or documentaries to get ideas on organization.


May 18/19 Think of questions you would ask your interviewee, but do not become married to your questions. Ask followups as they happen and have an actual conversation.





May 22/23 Schedule appointment with interviewee and talk to them in person or over e-mail. Prepare transcript or digital file and put into context. Begin analyzing your material and answering the question of your thesis. This is like a super DBQ.


May 25/26 Make sure interview is done by now or you might regret it later. If you are done, think of how you would weave your interview into your history. Begin technical work on Frontpage or other program.





May 30/31 Make sure you are working on the technical side and organizing your web. We may save some time in the computer lab this week so you make sure you are on top of these things and so I can help. 


June 2/3 Double-check your citations. I may ask you to turn them in this week. Continue technical work on project.





June 4/5 Make sure you are almost finished. Tie up any loose ends.


June 7/8 I may introduce your work to a Euopean classroom for review. June 8 at 3:30pm is the final deadline for the project. It should be turned in on a CD-ROM or DVD-ROM.


